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Dear Merrimack community: 

I
am happy to return to this vibrant community 
as the interim president. I had served in Campus
Ministry from 1974 through 1978, and it has

been a wonderful experience to hear from so many
alumni from that era since my return here at the
beginning of this spring semester. 

The Augustinians of the Villanova Province (East
Coast) are extremely proud of Merrimack College
and look forward to continuing a tradition here that
goes back 750 years when the Augustinians and the
other Mendicant Orders of the Catholic Church began the great universities in
Europe. 

The first Augustinians arrived in the New World in the Dominican Republic
and Mexico in 1545 when St. Thomas of Villanova (Spain) sent them out to
the missions. In 1796, the first Augustinians came to the U.S. in Philadelphia
from Dublin, Ireland. These Irish Augustinians bought a farm in the country 
in 1842 and began a school for working class boys. This was the beginning 
of Villanova University. The Augustinians from Villanova came here to the
Merrimack Valley to begin Merrimack College at the invitation of Cardinal
Cushing of Boston in 1947 and continue this rich tradition. 

St. Augustine believed that each individual was blessed with many inherent
qualities and talents from our Creator. These ÔgemsÕ are best discovered and
celebrated through friendship, sharing, and trust that develops into community.
The learning community, or Augustinian Pedagogy, focuses on this interactive
dynamic between student and teacher. 

Here at Merrimack College, we continue this approach to education in our
commitment to interactive education. In the following pages, you will see how
this educational approach is lived out in our current programs dedicated to the
sciences. 

Thank you for being part of this lively community of dedicated women and
men who carry on the spirit and values of St. Augustine. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Joseph D. Calderone, O.S.A. HÕ 78
Interim President 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t
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W
e don't have to 
tell you that science 
and technology
have radically

changed our world. You're living 
in it: a brave new world where 
fresh scientific and technological 
discoveries are abundant and 
often useful.  

St. Augustine once said that,

Alumni Success in Today’s Scientific and Technological Revolution

“if we did not have
rational souls, we would
not be able to believe.” 

At Merrimack, we put reason and faith
together in our science and engineering
programs, coupling core courses in the
liberal arts and basic sciences with 
top-notch science training that often
includes student-faculty research 
projects, internships and cooperative 
education placements at local 
engineering, high-tech or biotechnology
companies. Many of our science 
and technology graduates become
compelling, effective leaders in their
fields, able to envision changes in our
society and engineer solutions for new 
needs as they emerge.

In these pages, we proudly profile
alumni who have made the most of their
education at Merrimack to become part
of today's scientific and technological
revolution, and offer you a look at 
our newest programs in science 
and technology.



When Michael
Manning's daughter
looks for him in the

parking lot after school, her
dad is easy to spot: he's the
only one driving a white
Honda Civic with green lettering that proclaims it's a 
natural gas vehicle or NGV.

Why such an alternative car? Easy, Mike says. 
“The fuel costs just over two dollars a gallon and, 
because the car emits mostly water vapor, it's kind to the
environment.” At present, he
adds, most natural gas vehicles
are found in fleets; for
instance, 40 percent of the
MBTA buses in greater Boston
operate on compressed natural
gas, and all of the shuttle buses
at Logan International
Airport. The Massachusetts
Highway Department also
operates various vehicles on
natural gas. 

As well they should, Mike
believes. “It's the cleanest
burning internal combustion
vehicle on the road,” he
declares. “And the best part
of it is that they drive just like regular cars.” 

Refueling such an innovative means of transport 
poses no problem for Mike, despite the fact that there are
currently only 15 natural gas refueling stations in greater
Boston. “I was involved in siting and installing most of
them,” he admits, “so I know where they are.” 

Michael MANNING '87
Electrical Engineering Major
Lead Account Executive, 
National Grid
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continued on page 3

Living and
Working 
Green

Mike's unflagging enthusiasm for the environmentally-
friendly aspects of natural gas has catapulted him into 
the role of lead account executive for National Grid 
(formerly KeySpan). “I'm promoting the concepts of
renewable energy, energy conservation, and the 

prevention of global warming 
and climate change,” he sums up. 

He calls National Grid, the
London-based company that
acquired KeySpan in August 2007,
one of the most progressive utilities
in the world. “We have the most
advanced energy efficiency programs
in North America,” Mike says,
“designed to help consumers to
upgrade insulation; install energy-
efficient space and water heating 
systems, energy efficient appliances
and lighting, solar water heating 
systems; or take other steps to 
conserve energy and live green.” 

How did Mike end up in a career
that suits him so well? As an electrical engineering major 
at Merrimack, he thrived in the college's small, personal
classes and took advantage of the Cooperative Education
Program. “I had an incredible job in the aerospace division
of General Electric in Wilmington, Mass. that let me

“It's the cleanest
burning internal
combustion vehicle
on the road,...and
the best part of it is
that they drive just
like regular cars.”
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Stephen J.LOMBARDI'78
Biology Major
President and Chief Operating Officer 
Helicos Biosciences Corporation, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts

continued on page 4

Photo by Neal Hamberg

Why did he do it?
ÒA myriad of reasons,Ó he says.  For starters, Helicos

is an exciting company, powered by people he respected,
Steve explains. Plus, he felt certain that the company was
in the right place at the right time. ÒThe future of
biotechnology is in Massachusetts,Ó Steve says, noting 
the combination of customers, access to venture capital,
and Governor Patrick's proposed $1 billion, 10-year
biotechnology initiative to build up biotech business 
in the Bay State.

explore my love for aviation and the aerospace industry,Ó
he says. ÒFinding that job posted in the Co-Op Office at
Merrimack really reinforced the fact that I'd made the 
right college choice.Ó 

He worked for General Electric through the late
1980s. When defense contracts waned, he landed a job
with the sales and marketing department of Boston Gas in
1993; that company would become KeySpan. ÒI'd heard

that they were looking for someone to begin the Natural
Gas Vehicles program here, and that really intrigued me.Ó 

It was a sizeable career leap from electrical engineering
to sales and marketing, but Mike made it effortlessly,
thanks in part to his liberal arts education at Merrimack.

ÒI took an interesting array of courses at Merrimack,
including a really good core of classes in business and the
liberal arts,Ó he explains. ÒI wouldn't be where I am today
without that broad, flexible, personal education.Ó         M

continued from page 2   Living Green

Mentoring in the Century of Biology

I
n 2006 when Stephen J. Lombardi '78 joined Helicos
Biosciences Corporation, a Cambridge-based life 
sciences company that develops innovative genetic

analysis technologies for research, drug discovery and
clinical diagnostics, he had already logged over 25 years
in the biotechnology industry at fast-paced companies
like Applied Biosystem, and Affymetrix. Joining Helicos
meant leaving California and saying goodbye to good
weather and good friends. It also meant driving across
the country with his wife and their 175-pound English
mastiff, Jezebel.
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“Merrimack was a 
phenomenal college for me
because of the intimate size 
of the hands-on classes, and
as a teaching school, it's easy
to find mentors among your
professors.” – Stephen Lombardi ’78

continued from page 3   Century of Biology

Biotechnology and Biomedical Sciences:
A Program for Thinker-Doers

In Spring 2007, Merrimack's Department of 
Biology responded to the extraordinary growth in the 
biotechnology and biomedical sciences industries by
establishing a new program in biotechnology and 
biomedical sciences. So far, the program has met 
several important benchmarks, including:

- Adoption of a departmental curriculum with 
concentrations in the areas of biotechnology and 
integrative physiology, to be offered as of Fall 2008

- Establishment of a Biotechnology/Biomedical Sciences
Advisory Board with distinguished members from both
academia and biotechnology

- Renovation of lab space in Mendel Science Center

- Acquisition of a major gift donation of surplus lab
equipment from Wyeth to support student/faculty
research

- Procurement of student internship opportunities for 
several Merrimack biology majors at area companies

- Inauguration of a seminar series in Biotechnology 
and biomedical sciences

Future expansion of the program may include new 
interdisciplinary programs and joint majors linking the
Biology Department with other departments within the
Division of Science and Engineering and beyond; 
a Master of Science degree program in Biotechnology 
and Biomedical Sciences; a Division of Continuing
Education certificate program in Biotechnology/
Biomedical Sciences; and K-12 outreach programs 
in surrounding communities.

Returning to Massachusetts also brought Steve
close to Merrimack, which has provided him with 
mentors for most of his life. Steve's high school biology
teacher in Everett, Jim Micarelli, was a graduate of
Merrimack; he started “a very nascent student research
group at EHS,” a program that gave Steve his first taste
of the lab. With an interest in pursuing science in 
college, Jim naturally then steered Steve towards 
his own alma mater.

“At Merrimack, I was surrounded for the first time
in my life by people who were cool, and smart, too,”
says Steve. “Merrimack was a phenomenal college for
me because of the intimate size of the hands-on classes,
and as a teaching school, it's easy to find mentors
among your professors.”

Upon his return to Massachusetts, Steve was 
determined to give back to Merrimack. “You get to a
point in life when you realize that it's your turn to be 
a mentor,” he explains.

This view happily coincided with Merrimack’s
Department of Biology's decision to create a new 
program in biotechnology and biomedical sciences. 
The program's mission is to provide students with an
excellent academic foundation sufficient to meet the
rapidly evolving opportunities and challenges facing
biological scientists in the 21st century. 

According to Dr. Josephine Modica-Napolitano, 
professor and chair of the Department of Biology, the
express goal of the program is to “prepare 'thinker-
doers' with an excellent foundation in both the theory
and practice of science in the context of a strong liberal
arts education,” she says.

Steve responded to Dr. Napolitano's request 
for help with the program immediately. He not only
provided industry expertise and guidance on the cur-
riculum through the newly-established Biotechnology/
Biomedical Sciences Advisory Board, but also arranged
for student internships at Helicos.  

“Dr. Napolitano's vision is phenomenal,” he says.
“This is going to be the century of biology. We need
more than just doctors and physicians. We need the
'thinker-doers,’ ” as Dr. Napolitano calls them, people
who are really good at working with their hands but
also very well educated. This program will help
Merrimack continue to offer distinctive programs 
that meet industry needs, adding value to Merrimack
and to the state of Massachusetts.”                       M
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W
hen Ann McGravey

Riccio, M.D. was

still in high school

and applying to colleges, she was

resistant to attending

Merrimack. Why? Because 

both of her parents taught at

Merrimack. Her father, James

McGravey, taught English and

journalism; her mother, Irene

McGravey, taught chemistry.

ÒThe school seemed like it might be too small for me,Ó Ann says. ÒMy mother felt

strongly that Merrimack could provide me with as good an education as anywhere else.Ó

Upon reflection, Ann decided that her mother was right. She enrolled at Merrimack

as a liberal arts major.

Almost immediately, though, Ann's life changed dramatically: her boyfriend, who

had been fighting Hodgkin's disease, died at the end of her freshman year at Merrimack.

Ann MCGRAVEYRICCIO, M.D. '75
Chemistry Major
Private Practice Pediatrician

Photo by Neal Hamberg

Career in
Medicine Began
at Merrimack



“Merrimack looks totally different from when
I was a student there,” she notes. “But I
always love driving by and remembering
how thoroughly Merrimack prepared me for
everything I went on to do.”

MEDICINE

The loss left Ann 
understandably 
devastated - and determined
to strike out on an academic 
path that would lead to a career in medicine.  
She immediately switched majors to study
chemistry.

Although Ann graduated with a 4.0 GPA,
she was afraid that her degree might not stand
up to the scrutiny of medical school admissions
officers. However, she was accepted into the
University of Massachusetts Medical School
immediately upon graduation.  She was in, 
but still “very scared,” she admits.

“I kept meeting other people from
Harvard, M.I.T., Tufts and other high-powered
places in medical school,” Ann explains. “I
thought I wouldn't be able to keep up.”

Her first exam was in biochemistry. When
the professor handed back the exams, he
informed the class that the grades had ranged
from 6 to 106. Ann had earned the 106.

“That's when I knew that Merrimack had prepared
me well,” Ann says. She went on to complete her

internship and residency in
pediatrics at Children's

Hospital in Boston,
where she had the

honor of working
with pediatric gurus

like Dr. T. Berry Brazelton.  
Ann had always imagined that she

might go on to become a pediatric
oncologist, given her interest in cancer.

Instead, she fell in love with the pace of the
emergency room. She worked as an emergency

room pediatrician until she adopted her daughter
and the weekend and overnight shifts proved 

difficult to combine with motherhood. She 
eventually moved back into children's ambulatory

care, and now manages her own general pediatric
practice in North Andover.  

Ironically, Ann's office is now in the Pentucket 
Medical Building, right across from Merrimack's 
campus.  “Merrimack looks totally different from when 
I was a student there,” she notes.  “But I always love
driving by and remembering how thoroughly Merrimack
prepared me for everything I went on to do.”           M
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Whenever Dean Deborah Wrobel arrives for 
work at Harford Community College (HCC)
and strolls across campus, she notices things 

that others might miss: the green roofs on the buildings; 
the solar panels and wind turbines; the food in the 
cafeteria; and even the paint on the walls.

That's because Deborah became
the sustainability coordinator for HCC
six years ago. “My job was to ensure
that all the decisions the college made
were environmentally sound,” she
explains. “Our students learn from the
actions we take. That means that our

campus should be a lab for our students, and we need to
think about how our actions impact the environment.”

Four years ago, Deborah was named dean of nursing,
allied health and sciences at Harford. In July 2007, the 
college realigned its academic divisions and she became
dean of science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
One of her current goals is to encourage more students 
to pursue those fields - especially women. “I'm out there
all of the time, speaking to public groups and individuals
about how women are still underrepresented in science 
and engineering,” she says. “I hope they look at me and
see that it's possible to have a wonderfully balanced life 
as a science professional, a wife, a mother, and a citizen
who's invested in making the world a better place.”

Deborah's own passion for science was evident early
on.  As a high school student in Amesbury, Mass., she
loved her science classes “because new things were always
being discovered in those fields.”  It wasn't until she got
to Merrimack - which she chose because it was affordable,
within driving distance, and offered excellent programs in
the sciences - that she found her “math strengths.”   

At Merrimack, Deborah also discovered that she could
put together her talents in science and math with her love
for the environment. She accompanied biology professor
Dr. Larry Kelts into the field to conduct research in the
marshes and open ocean. She also took on an internship 
at the State House in Boston, researching science and 
environmental issues for legislators.

Moving to Maryland with her husband gave Deborah
the chance to continue her studies by earning a master's
degree in environmental engineering at Johns Hopkins
University. Since then, she has worked at Harford, a 
community college with 5400 students in Bel Air, Md.

“It was the focus on active learning at Merrimack that
gave me the confidence to make decisions and be a person
of action,” Deborah reflects. “Even though I graduated
from Merrimack over 20 years ago, I have to say that
almost weekly I think back to those valuable college 
experiences as I mentor new faculty members in their 
positions. The liberal arts curriculum at Merrimack ensures
that even science and engineering majors graduate to be
good thinkers, writers and communicators.  Merrimack
also helps students make connections between their studies
and the real world, so that we understand how to put our
education to good use.”                                            M

Deborah WROBEL '81
Biology Major
Dean of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
Harford Community College, Bel Air, Maryland

Combining
Science and

Math to 
Benefit the

Environment
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I
f you're like most
people, you've 
come to rely 

on information 
technology to do 
everything from 
arranging your personal
life to sealing a business
deal, points out Computer Science Professor Mary G.
Noonan '75. That's why Mary and her department 
colleagues decided to create the new information 
technology program within Merrimack's Computer
Science Department Ð to give students another option in
the computer science major. The IT track focuses on a
broad range of technologies used in industry today.  

What do information technology professionals 
do? ÒThey build and manage the secure information 
systems that run our modern world,Ó Mary explains.
ÒThe IT professional is the expert who helps users 

in an organization make sense
of the technology around
them.Ó  

You'll find information
technology experts in 
networking, security, 
database administration, web
site design, and E-commerce.

In fact, there aren't many places where you won't find
an IT professional lurking in the wings, waiting for
someone to call for help, or running the show. They
keep the information and applications systems at 
companies and organizations up and running. They 
also create and upgrade computer software, help out
consumers whose computers crash, set up servers for
companies to run their internal applications, build web
sites, and maintain data bases that companies use to
gather customer information.

Mary G. NOONAN '75
Mathematics Major
Chair, Department of Computer Science
Merrimack College

continued on page 9

Meeting the Demand
for Information

Technology Expertise

Photo by Kevin Salemme Õ95



9 M E R R I M A C K

New Information Technology 
Program Coming to Merrimack
The curriculum for Merrimack's new Information
Technology Program provides students with a strong 
basic foundation in current technology as well as a 
broad liberal arts education. With small classes, students
get personal attention and can work individually with 
faculty on research projects. IT students at Merrimack 
can also earn experience through internships and 
cooperative education placements. Students can broaden
their IT knowledge with courses in one of the following
applied concentrations: biology, business, computer 
engineering, digital media, electrical engineering, and
mathematics. Other focus areas may include: biology,
psychology, or others based on the student's interests.

The Information Technology Curriculum includes:

Introduction to Information Technology
Computer Science I and II
C on Unix I and II
Net Centric Computing
Human-Computer Interaction
Information Technology Systems
Computer Architecture
Database Principles
Data Communications
Data Networking
Software Engineering
Two major electives
Basic Statistics
Discrete Mathematics
Digital Fundamentals
Design and Animation for the Web
Writing Intensive class from the 

Girard School of Business

For more information, contact Professor Noonan 
at mary.noonan@merrimack.edu

Mary, who earned a degree in mathematics at
Merrimack, took all of the computer science courses she
could as an undergraduate and did actuarial work before
starting to teach at Merrimack in math and computer 
science. Her hope is that the college's new IT program,
to be officially launched in fall 2008, will attract more 
students to study computing. ÒI could see our IT courses
drawing in students from other disciplines. For instance, 
a fine arts student studying digital media might want to
broaden his or her career marketability by minoring in
IT,Ó she explains.

ÒA particular strength of Merrimack's IT program 
is that it combines a strong liberal arts component with
technical expertise,Ó she says. ÒThat gives students 
the ability to effectively communicate within an 
organization.Ó   

Students who do take advantage of the IT program
either as a major or by adding IT courses to their 
studies in other disciplines, will boost their workforce 
marketability no matter where they end up applying for
jobs. Information technology expertise is in such demand
that the Bureau of Labor Statistics indicates that six out of
ten of the fastest job growth areas for the next decade will
be in computing, with the professional IT workforce
expanding at more than twice the rate of the overall
workforce and accounting for one in nineteen jobs.  

In addition to building the IT curriculum, Mary 
is putting together an advisory board that draws IT 
professionals from Fidelity, Sun Microsystems and 
Lucent-Alcatel, among others, to help guide Merrimack's
IT program expansion in the future and to develop
internship and cooperative education positions for IT 
students. 

ÒOur students won't have to go far to get that 
hands-on edge,Ó Mary promises. ÒWe're addressing a real
societal need with this program. The Internet bust is over,
technology jobs are booming and our students will be
ready to meet the needs of the future.Ó                      M

continued from page 8   Meeting the Demand...

What do information technology professionals do? 
ÒThey build and manage the secure information systems that run
our modern world. The IT professional is the expert who helps
users in an organization make sense of the technology around
them.ÓÐ Mary Noonan Õ75
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Matthew Flood discovered
physics in high school. “I
loved it, because it was so

cool to learn how things like electric-
ity and circuit boards work,” he says. “It seemed like a really
useful subject to study.” 

At Merrimack, Matthew decided to pursue his interest 
in physics. He was surprised and pleased by the size of his
classes. He was able to excel in physics, and his passion for 
the subject deepened. 

It's no wonder, then, that when a friend approached
Matthew and mentioned that the school where he was 
teaching needed a physics teacher, Matthew jumped at 
the chance despite not having any teaching experience. 
“If I loved physics so much, I figured I could at least 
communicate some excitement in class,” he explains. 

The principal at Greater Lawrence Technical High School 
eagerly hired him. Matthew stayed there for three years,
before moving on to his current position teaching physics 
at Billerica (Mass.) Memorial High School. 

“It was a little tough at first, since kids at any school are
apt to test new teachers, but it became clear to me right away
that I enjoyed teaching. My hope now is that I'll continue to
inspire a few kids to love physics as much as I do.” 

At Merrimack, Dr. Douglas P. White, chair of the Physics
Department, has hopes of his own: he'd like to prepare more
passionate physics teachers like Matthew. For the past two
years, Dr. White has worked with the physics and education
faculty at Merrimack, as well as the State Department of
Education, to create a new bachelor of arts degree in physics
geared toward preparing students to become certified to teach
physics.

There is a critical shortage of qualified physics teachers
nationwide. “Currently, 67 percent of America's high school
students take physics classes with teachers who have not
majored in physics,” Dr. White reports. “Meanwhile the 
number of students who opt to take high school physics 
classes reached an all-time high last year and is still on 
the upswing.”

At Merrimack, students can earn a bachelor of science in
physics, which provides strong preparation for subsequent 
doctoral study. Students can also pursue a bachelor of arts in
physics that, with its combination of rigor and flexibility, lays a
foundation for direct entry into a rewarding career or further
study in a wide array of graduate and professional programs
from medicine to business.

The new program – a bachelor of arts degree that includes
education courses approved by the State of Massachusetts - 
prepares students to become licensed to teach by the time they
graduate from Merrimack. Its creation was in direct response to
what Dr. White and other physics faculty members witnessed at
Merrimack where, like Matthew, “over half of the students who
major in physics eventually go into teaching,” notes Dr. White.
“This program will make them more competitive candidates.” 

Students in the new program have fewer required upper
level physics courses, but add in requisite education courses.
“Those who plan to earn their teaching certification in 
physics will have advisors in both the Physics and Education
Departments,” Dr. White notes, “to be sure they're guided 
into the right courses.” 

They will also complete internships and teaching practicums
as required by the state. “Merrimack graduates will be very well
prepared to teach,” Dr. White sums up. “I think it's safe to say
that any of our graduates who want to teach should have no
trouble finding a job.” 

“I think it's a perfect time for Merrimack to start preparing
physics teachers,” Matthew agrees. “There's a huge crunch for
physics teachers, and there are very few places where someone
who's interested in teaching physics can major in the subject 
and get the education credits they need at the same time. This
definitely puts Merrimack a step above a lot of other colleges.”

M

Matthew FLOOD '03
Physics Major
Physics Teacher, Billerica High School

Inspiring
Students
to Love
Physics

Photo by Neal Hamberg
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Recently, Tim Grinnell spoke to a group of Merrimack
College freshmen about the wide range of careers
available to sports medicine and athletic training

majors. In particular, he says, ÒI wanted to talk to them
about how Merrimack's athletic training program had such
a huge effect on my career. I was always quiet and kind of
shy, but working with athletes here on campus as an 
undergraduate helped me develop confidence in myself 
and my abilities.Ó

Tim certainly has the 
experience to inspire others. 
As a high school hockey player, he
was fascinated by the world of
sports medicine and eagerly signed
on to get clinical experience in the
field through the athletic training
program. In this program, students
take basic science classes along with
sports medicine classes, and work
with specific sports teams at
Merrimack to do everything from
taping ankles to providing acute
care for injured athletes under 
the watchful eye of a certified 
athletic trainer. 

After working with
Merrimack's football, ice hockey,
field hockey and soccer athletes,
Tim earned a graduate assistantship
and went on for a master's degree in athletic 
training at the California University of Pennsylvania. He
returned to Merrimack after a year as an athletic trainer 
at the University of Rhode Island to work in the Sports
Medicine and Athletic Training Departments. Then, as
luck would have it, he found himself working alongside a

physician assistant and became intrigued by that 
profession. He signed on for his second master's 
degree - this time in the physician assistant program at
Northeastern University. Today he has his dream job,
Tim says.

ÒBeing a physician assistant gives you a lot of 
independence and a much healthier salary,Ó he says. 
ÒIn my current job, I work in orthopedics treating 

everything from assisting in hip
replacements to doing simple 
orthopedic fractures on an 
outpatient basis.Ó

ÒMerrimack students who 
graduate with a degree in sports
medicine or athletic training are 
prepared to go on in any health care
field,Ó stresses Kevin Finn, an 
assistant professor in MerrimackÕs 
Department of Health Sciences.

Kevin originally came 
to Merrimack to major in sports
medicine because a high school 
baseball injury required him to
undergo physical therapy. He says
that whether a student wants to 
eventually become an athletic trainer,
a physician assistant, a physical 
therapist, nurse practitioner, a 
doctor, a pharmacist or chiropractor,
Òmajoring in sports medicine or 

athletic training is a good way to begin because of the
strong, science-based curriculum and excellent clinical
experiences. The settings they work in are extremely 
varied, too, from schools and fitness centers to hospitals
and nursing homes.Ó

Tim GRINNELL'99
Sports Medicine Major
Physician Assistant
Carney Hospital, Dorchester, Massachusetts

Opening Up the
World of Sports
Medicine for Students

ÒMerrimack's athletic
training program had
such a huge effect 
on my career. I was
always quiet and kind 
of shy, but working 
with athletes on campus
as an undergraduate
helped me develop 
confidence in myself 
and my abilities.Ó

Tim GRINNELL'99

continued on page 12
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At Merrimack, students in sports medicine or 
athletic training begin by observing certified athletic 
trainers who work with the college's athletes in a clinical 
setting as early as freshman year. They move into doing
clinical applications themselves sophomore year, providing
health care to athletes under the supervision of the 
certified athletic trainers. Many also complete internships
at local high schools and physical therapy clinics.  

The graduates take a national certification 
exam in athletic training after senior year, says Kevin.  
Once certified, they are qualified to apply for athletic

ÒMerrimack students who graduate with
a degree in sports medicine or athletic
training are prepared to go on in any
health care field.Ó Kevin FINN '02

continued from page 11

Kevin FINN '02
Sports Medicine Major
Assistant Professor, 
Department of Health Sciences
Merrimack College Assistant Professor of Health Sciences Kevin Finn Õ02 enjoys 

working with students in the health sciences.
Photo by Kevin Salemme Õ95

training positions. Many students will plan to go on
immediately to a graduate or professional program in 
a health care field.

In short, Òthe world of sports medicine is wide
open,Ó Kevin says. ÒWe have an aging population, plus
people are more active and playing sports longer than
ever before. With their strong basic sciences and liberal
arts backgrounds, plus lots of clinical experience,
Merrimack graduates in sports medicine and athletic
training have no shortage of career options.Ó           M
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Rev. Joseph D. Calderone, O.S.A.
was named interim president 

following the announcement in
January by President Richard J.
Santagati that he will retire at the end
of this academic year. To ensure a
smooth transition in leadership and the 
presidential search process, Santagati is
on an earned sabbatical this semester. 

Fr. Calderone comes to Merrimack
from Villanova University, having
served as chaplain and counselor for 
the Villanova University School of
Law, and the former associate director
of campus ministry at Villanova
University. He is a member of the
Order of St. Augustine, the founding
order of Merrimack College, and has
served on MerrimackÕs Board of Trustees since 2005. 

Fr. Calderone retired as CAPTAIN of the U.S. Navy
Reserve Chaplain after 21 years, six of those with the 4th
Marine Air Wing.

He served five years at the National
Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.
and eight years with the Loyola
University Medical Center as chaplain.
He was the former director of campus
ministry and dormitory counselor at
Merrimack College from 1974 to 1978.
He is currently a board member of both
Medifast/Jason Pharmaceuticals, and
Augustinian Press, Inc. 

Fr. Calderone holds a Doctorate 
of Education in Higher Education
Administration (Ed.D.) from
Northeastern University, a C.A.G.S. 
in leadership and supervision in 
higher education from Northeastern
University, and an M.A. in theology 
from Washington Theological Union. 

He also has an M.A. in guidance and counseling and a
B.A. in social sciences from Villanova University. For a 
full biography, visit www.merrimack.edu.

Rev. Joseph D. Calderone, O.S.A. is no stranger to
Merrimack College. As a board member and MerrimackÕs
former director of campus ministry in the 1970Õs, he was
always in touch with Merrimack,
but now the newly appointed
interim president is happy to be
back in what he refers to as Òa
good-spirited community.Ó 

While keeping the college
running smoothly and assisting
the Board of Trustees (of which
he has been a member since
2005) with a presidential search,
Fr. Calderone also hopes to
enhance the Augustinian identity
of Merrimack by supporting the
work of the Augustinians, and
therefore building on the 
collegeÕs mission. 

Getting Reacquainted with Fr. Joe

Originally from the Philadelphia area, Fr. Calderone has
dedicated his entire life to the Order of St. Augustine. He
entered the Order at age 18 and was ordained as a priest at

age 25. Since then, he has met
every Merrimack president and
most of the founding
Augustinians of the college. 

Fr. CalderoneÕs personal 
relationship with Merrimack
began over 30 years ago. 
From 1974 to 1978, he served as
MerrimackÕs associate director of
campus ministry, then as director,
and also as dormitory counselor.
ÒI spent a lot of time with stu-
dents, and I was an honorary

continued on page 14Mary Lee Underhill enjoys a laugh with Fr. Joe at a reception held
for him to meet alumni and friends of the college.

Merrimack Welcomes Interim President Calderone
By Heather Notaro 

M A K I N G  M E R R I M A C K  H I S T O R Y

Photo by Kevin Salemme Õ95
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the Sakowich Campus
Center, Deegan and
Santagati Halls, Volpe
Center and athletic field
enhancements, and the
reconfiguration of the
Monican Boulevard and
parking areas.

ÒIt has been my great
honor and pleasure to
have served as the presi-
dent of Merrimack
College,Ó said Santagati.
ÒI could not be more
proud, especially as an
alumnus, of the growth and transformation that the 
college has experienced. I have worked hand-in-hand
with many alumni and friends whose belief and hope 
in Merrimack College have strengthened the college. 
I ask you to 
continue to 
stay close to
Merrimack
College for 
it is your 
commitment
and dedication 
that will drive
Merrimack to
ever-greater
achievements 
in the future.Ó 

A fter 
fourteen

years of 
leading
Merrimack
College, the
community
said farewell
to Richard J.
Santagati Õ65
when he

announced his retirement in January 2008. As the fifth
president of Merrimack, he oversaw many changes, 
principally the transformation of a primarily commuter
school to a residential institution, housing 80% of its 
students on campus. Under his leadership, the college
embarked on a major capital campaign that raised $42
million, the largest in college history, and which benefited
the collegeÕs infrastructure, scholarships and endowment. 

Among many accomplishments during his tenure,
President Santagati worked to advance the Catholic 
and Augustinian heritage of the college, establishing 
the Office of Mission Effectiveness, the Center for
Augustinian Study and Legacy, and the Center for 
the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations. The collegeÕs
campus grew to include the Rogers Center for the Arts,

member of the class of 1978,Ó stated Fr. Calderone, who has
stayed in touch with many from his time on campus. 

While walking the campus, he is astounded by how 
different the face of Merrimack looks today as compared to
1974. He recalls the Volpe Center having just opened, and
the library being only a few years old Ð the Austin Center 
he knew of is now the Ash Centre. 

As interim president, 
Fr. Calderone is assuming an
important ambassador role 
of outreach and external 
relations for the college 
where he will visit alumni and
potential donors throughout
the country. He visited with
alumni in Florida in March
and will soon visit with 
alumni in New York. 

Roanne and Steve Copley, parents of son Andrew Õ11, met
Fr. Joe at the reception.

Dr. Richard and Betty Lindsay shared a word with Fr. Joe.

Greeting alumni at Reunion

President Santagati celebrating 
MerrimackÕs 50th anniversary

President Santagati and Elie Wiesel on campus in
1998.

ÒI believe there are many Merrimack graduates who 
are proud and appreciative of the education they received
and they want to support us,Ó said Fr. Calderone. ÒOur
community values peace, justice, and love and we believe 
our grads absorbed those values.Ó 

Photos by Neal Hamberg

After 14 Years, President
Santagati Retires
By Marie DeMarco Õ02 



A l u m n i  N e w s

15     M E R R I M A C K

Dear Merrimack College Alumni
and Friends: 

I
t is with great pleasure that 
I have the opportunity to
announce the newly-formed

Merrimack College Alumni and
Friends Board of Directors and the
wide range of opportunities for all
of you, near or far, to get involved!

These are exciting times for all
Merrimack College alumni and friends. I have the
honor of  serving as the first chair of this new board.
The inaugural meeting of the Merrimack College
Alumni and Friends Board of Directors will be held on
campus this spring. The goal of the board is to promote
to the collegeÕs Board of Trustees - Active, Committed
and Engaged (ACE) students, alumni, parents and
friends with a focus on supporting the teaching tradi-
tions of the Order of St. Augustine. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to extend
an invitation to all alumni and friends of Merrimack 
College to learn more and participate in an area of the
college community in which you have an affinity. For 
example, I have a passion for basketball so I contacted
the Alumni Relations office and discovered that they
were looking to start a group that would work with the
Athletic Department in reaching out to not only the
current athletes, but also future athletes and their 
parents. I thought, what a great opportunity to com-
bine my passion with a needed service. I'm happy to say
that I have had the opportunity to work with the out-
standing Women's Basketball Coach Helen Williams
and I am extremely impressed by how she is shaping 
her athletes to compete in the world after basketball.
This year, I'm serving on the Reunion Committee
(don't reveal this to anyone, but this is my 30th year
reunion!). If you have an area of interest, please 
contact Nancy Clark, director of Alumni Relations 
at nancy.clark@merrimack.edu. Also, please contact 
Nancy if you would like to start a new affinity group. 

In closing, I encourage you all to take advantage of
the many events and benefits offered to the alumni and
friends of Merrimack College, all of which are found on
the alumni web site: www.merrimack.edu/alumni. 

Sincerely, 
Brian W. Kozik '78 
Chair

Destination 
Merrimack:
A Reunion
Celebration

www.merrimack.edu/reunion

May 30 & 31, 2008
1953 Ð 1958 Ð 1963 Ð 1968 Ð 1973 Ð 1978 

1983 Ð 1988 Ð 1993 Ð 1998 Ð 2003

Friday, May 30
Golf at Middleton Golf Course Ð we will reserve your 
tee time!

ÒAn Evening with the AugustiniansÓ Ð 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy dinner with friends and faculty along with many favorite
Augustinian friars. No matter how briefly or how long or how
intensely you were involved on this campus, you were a part of
the essential and ongoing development of Merrimack College 
as an Augustinian and Catholic college by your presence and
interaction with other college community members. Please come
and bring your memories and stories of your time at Merrimack. 

20th Anniversary Celebration of the Mathematics 
Center Ð reunion of Math Center tutors.
More information to come! Contact Pat Strazdins, 
patricia.strazdins@merrimack.edu or 978-837-5228 

SBK Reunion Fraternity

Saturday, May 31
Trolley Tours lead by Jim Greeley Õ71 and Rev. Jim Wenzel
O.S.A. Õ52, 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Reception and dinner for classes of 1951-1957, 2:00 p.m. 

Reunion Mass and Golden Diploma Ceremony, 5:00 p.m. 

Class of 1958 Reception and Dinner, 6:30 p.m. 

Reunion Receptions and Pub Fare Dinner Ð All other classes, 
6:30 p.m. 

Drinks, dinner and dessert throughout the Sakowich 
Campus Center

WATCH YOUR MAIL FOR THE INVITATION.
Visit www.merrimack.edu/reunion for updates!

Brian W. Kozik '78
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Augustinian Mission Advisory
Councilserves as an important 
group of alumni who work to insure
that the Augustinian mission of
Merrimack College is alive and pres-
ent in alumni programming. This
group assists in community service
programming, including a spring and
a fall service event while also assisting
the alumni office in general service
opportunities throughout the year. 

Alumni Relations Advisory Council
works with the Office of Alumni
Relations on strategic planning and
program development. They plan to
hold an open alumni meeting at
Homecoming this fall. 

Business Advisory Councilworks to
engage alumni in the life of the col-
lege as well as support and create

opportunities for peer networking.
Members develop goals that will fos-
ter engagement, enable alumni to
network more effectively, and outline
how we can better serve Girard
School of Business alumni. 

Career Networking Advisory Council
works to provide alumni and students
a resource in their field of endeavor
that fosters career growth opportuni-
ties. The Career Networking
Committee develops programs to
facilitate career development, and
provides resources and tools necessary
to strengthen alumni and current
Merrimack students marketability 
by sharpening their networking skills 
and individual career goals. 

Alumni Advisory Council News 

Young Alumni Advisory Council
serves as a sounding board and 
Ògo-toÓ group for young alumni 
ideas and events.  The mission of the
Young Alumni Advisory Council is 
to strengthen the young alumni 
community by offering events and
programs that establish mutually 
beneficial lifelong relationships with
Merrimack College alumni. 

The term Òyoung alumniÓ encom-
passes all alumni of Merrimack who
have graduated within the last ten
years. At Merrimack, approximately
5,347 or 25% of our alumni fit into
the young alumni category.  

If you are interested in becoming involved in any of these councils,
contact alumnirelations@merrimack.edu or 978-837-5440.

Summer 
Red Sox Games
Tickets - For details on how to 
purchase visit
www.merrimack.edu/alumnievents
Limited tickets available. One game
and two ticket limit.  

April 11, 2008 - tickets go on 
sale at 9:00 a.m. to see the Red
Sox play the St. Louis Cardinals 
on Saturday, June 21, 2008.
Game time: 3:55 p.m. Young
Alumni game - must be a graduate
from 1997-2007.  

April 18, 2008 - tickets go on 
sale at 9:00 a.m. to see the Red
Sox play Baltimore Orioles on
Friday July 11, 2008.  
Game time: 7:05 p.m. 

April 25, 2008 - tickets go on 
sale at 9:00 a.m. to see the Red
Sox play the Chicago White Sox 
on Saturday, August 30, 2008.  
Game time: 7:05 p.m.

Christmas
Party 
More than 300 alumni,
friends, parents, and
members of the Class 
of 2008 celebrated the
Christmas season at 
the Annual Christmas
Reception on November
29, 2007. The
Merrimack College 
community showed its
generosity by donating
over 200 unwrapped
children's gifts and over
$100 in donations for
the Department of Social
Services of Lawrence.
Entertainment by the
Merrimack College 
Jazz Band and Concert
Choir put us all in the
holiday spirit!

(left to right) Barbara Garrity and Steve Garrity '74 and Jeremiah O'Sullivan
and Ann (Previtali) OÕSullivan '74.

Generous alumni donated toys for children in Lawrence. Collecting were
(left to right) Nancy Clark, director of Alumni Relations; Christina Doherty
Õ05, Alumni Office; and April Maggio, Advancement Services.

Photos by Frank Leone Õ61




























