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Message from the President
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Dear Merrimack community:

he last seven months at Merrimack

have been very inspiring for me, both

educationally, and spiritually. When 1
became interim president, | had a goal
of fostering meaningful collaboration
campus-wide. Today, | am proud of the
efforts being made to come together as a
community, fusing skills and ideas for the
betterment of our college.

The act of working in community with trust
and openness is reflective of our Augustinian
tradition. If we become a whole and share our individual gifts, it can only
benefit the greater cause.

I believe Merrimack is ready for renewed energy and fresh collaboration,
and Dr. Ronald Champagne, Merrimack's new president, can bring us to
that elevated level of excellence. Dr. Champagne's impressive academic,
leadership, and fundraising experience, and a strong Catholic perspective
through working in Catholic higher education will surely serve
Merrimack well.

Dr. Champagne shares the belief of individuals working as one to help
Merrimack continually improve. Through his leadership, supported by
the overall community, | expect nothing less than a synergistic, powerful
result, which is exactly what we need as we welcome the largest freshman
class in over 25 years.

The Board of Trustees also recently appointed five new members with
varying experience who are sure to bring new perspective and ask the
question: how can we be better?

As | head back to Villanova University, wonderful memories of Merrimack
will remain. Most of all, I cherish the close-knit atmosphere the college
offers - an environment I am sure Dr. Champagne will embrace instantly.

I thank all of you for your continued hard work, thoughtful insights, and
for making Merrimack home for me. | will continue to visit the campus as
a board member and as support for our new leader. Please welcome

Dr. Champagne to Merrimack with the open arms and warm hearts |
encountered upon arrival. Best wishes to all!

Sincerely,

%lm&ﬁ- Cabdecrre; o7

Rev. Joseph D. Calderone, O.S.A
Interim President
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Liberal Arts: A Foundation for Success

“Everyone should have
a liberal arts education.
In liberal arts, you're
not being trained to do
any one specific thing.
You're encouraged to
get the breadth of
knowledge and wealth
of experiences you
need to go wherever
you want to go and

do whatever you

want to do in life.”

Karen Smith '92

t Merrimack College, liberal arts is the heart of the curriculum,
Aproviding the groundwork — and a gateway — to countless different life

choices. A Merrimack student who majors in math, for instance, will
still be well grounded in literature and history, while our psychology majors
broaden their world views through political science and English courses.

“With a liberal arts foundation, a graduate is prepared to become a critical
and creative thinker in any field,” says Dr. Michael Rossi *70, dean of faculty of
liberal arts, “with the knowledge and skills necessary to adjust to the world as it
changes.”

In these pages, we profile some of our liberal arts alumni — including
Dean Rossi — who have used their liberal arts degrees as a foundation for
success. Some have continued in the fields that first excited them as
undergraduates, while others have used their liberal arts backgrounds as
a runway for launching another career entirely.

From this glimpse into their lives, it's clear that a liberal arts education at
Merrimack has taught our alumni to think on their feet, to be creative problem
solvers, to reach out to others, to see life as a whole, and to continue the
pursuit of knowledge with passion and enthusiasm.




Joseph LORUSSO ’79

Political Science & Economics Major

Founder and President,
Structured Finance Advisors

The Liberal Arts
Have Served
Me Well

sk Joe Lorusso what he loved most about his
A Merrimack experience, and he answers without
any hesitation: “Rose, of course,” he says,
referring to his wife, then Rose Kelley "79. “We've been
married for 28 years, and she’s still the best thing
in my life.”

In truth, Joe felt like “a fish out of water” when he
first stepped onto the Merrimack campus. A native of
Brooklyn, New York, he grew up in an urban Hasidic
neighborhood. When his father passed away senior year,
one of Joe's high school teachers — a graduate of
Merrimack — urged
him to get out of
New York and live in
New England during
college to broaden
his horizons. That
teacher personally
drove Joe to
Massachusetts to visit
the campus. Joe liked
what he saw and
applied. Once he
started classes, however, he suffered a severe culture
shock. He'd only moved four hours away from home,
but it felt like a foreign country.

“The difference between Merrimack then and
Merrimack today was like night and day,” he explains.
“There weren't all of the buildings and stores there are
now. It was mostly woods and fields. It was tough for
me to get used to the idea that I couldn't just go out at
midnight and grab a slice of pizza like you always could
in New York.”

The friendly community and personable professors
encouraged Joe to throw himself into campus life,

in business.”

“l think that it served me well to
study liberal arts at Merrimack. My
education there gave me a great
perspective on the world and the
knowledge | needed to succeed

however, and he served as president of the class of 1979
during his sophomore, junior and senior years.

Academically, he rapidly discovered a true passion for
political science. Economics came later. “As I learned
more and more about government, it became pretty clear
to me that everything in government revolves around
money,” he explains. “Economics seemed like a natural
thing for me to study, too.”

Joe went on to earn an M.B.A. from Drexel
University after graduating, and was recruited by Penn
Mutual. A job at Connecticut Mutual brought him to
Hartford, Conn., where he
worked until founding his
own company, Structured
Finance Advisors, in 1993.
Rose, a marketing major
at Merrimack, was instru-
mental in helping him
launch SFA, Joe adds.
Today, Joe is president of
Structured Finance
Advisors, which counts
major U.S. insurance
companies, European financial institutions and Hedge
funds among its clients.

To show their appreciation for their time at
Merrimack, Rose and Joe have given generously to the
annual appeals, and recently endowed the annual City of
God lecture for the Augustinian Center. Interest earnings
from the endowment pay for a speaker to visit the campus
every year to talk about St. Augustine.

“I think that it served me well to study liberal arts at
Merrimack,” says Joe. “My education there gave me a
great perspective on the world and the knowledge |
needed to succeed in business.” M

— Joe Lorusso 79
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- \Make a Difference.

-

Now'It's My Turn to

teenagers. | felt a lot
older than everyone
else.”

To add to
Shawn's challenges,
he was supporting
himself by working
full-time as a residen-
tial night manager at
Harbor Schools.
He'd do homework
on the job, leave in
time for an early
morning workout,
attend class, and then
go straight to basket-
ball practice in the
afternoons. He saw
his son and girlfriend
— now his wife — in
the few free hours
remaining. “Bert's
motto was that four
hours of sleep was

this way: “I was at the movies with my girlfriend and

son, and there were words with a rival gang member
who flashed a gun. | had a gun, but | chose not to use it.
I didn't want my son to grow up without a father.” These
days, Shawn Brown holds that moment up as a beacon,
hoping that sharing it will lead other troubled boys and
young men to make smart choices.

That night at the movies, Shawn was a teenager
who dealt drugs, skipped classes and carried a gun, a father
at 16 who easily could have become just another tragic
young death in the newspaper. But his Charlestown
(Mass.) High School basketball coach, Jack O'Brien,
challenged him to play by the rules, encouraging Shawn
to hone his basketball skills. When Shawn called O'Brien
to tell him about that moment at the movies, O'Brien was
there to support him. He brought Shawn to Merrimack
that summer through the Academic Basketball Awareness
(ABA) camp.

At Merrimack, coach Bert Hammel spotted Shawn's
immense talent immediately. After a year of prep school to
fill in the gaps in his spotty academic record, Shawn was
accepted at Merrimack, where he played basketball all four
years and led the nation in assists.

“It was tough at first, because the campus wasn't as
diverse back then,” Shawn admits. “Plus, | was already a
father, yet | was living in a dorm with a bunch of

Shawn Brown describes the turning point in his life

enough for anybody,”
Shawn jokes. “I guess
I was living proof.”

Following graduation, Shawn was hired by
Boston Private Industry Council, a job placement and
professional development company. However, he longed
to reach deeper into the community, to touch the lives of
boys and young men teetering on the brink of tragedy.

Shawn called upon every friend he knew and asked
them to help. When the smoke cleared, he had six co-
founders for Diamond Educators, a mentoring program
for young men in Boston and Boston public schools.

Today the program has grown to include fifteen
volunteer mentors. All have troubled pasts — including
gang violence, life on the street and crime — but, despite
the challenges and obstacles they faced, these program
mentors “persevered through discipline, dedication and
determination,” says Shawn. Today the mentors have
bright futures, with college degrees, good jobs, houses
and families of their own. Diamond serves boys from
grades 5 through 12; and since its inception, over
300 boys have participated. Among other duties, the
mentors attend participants' school events and teacher
conferences, tutor the kids, and help the boys land
summer jobs.

“We're living proof to these kids of how you can
take advantage of the opportunities you're given,” Shawn
says. “I've had my mentors. Now it's my turn to make a
difference in the lives of others.” M

Photo by Neal Hamberg
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Inspiring a True Excitement

for Learning

Nicole ROMANO 93

Psychology Major, Education Minor
Fourth Grade Teacher

icole
N Romano has

one surefire
motto for a happy
life: “Do what feels
right for you.”

She has done a
great job of living by
that motto so far.
After graduating
from Arlington
(Mass.) Catholic
High School, she
chose Merrimack
because it felt right.
“I loved it the
second | stepped
foot on the cam-
pus,” Nicole says.
“You didn't get lost
in the crowd.” She
especially liked the
individualized atten-
tion from professors,
“because when you

John K. Tarbox Elementary School, Lawrence

awarded the
Lawrence Teacher-of-
the-Year Award by
the Lawrence Rotary
Club for her dedica-
tion not only in her
fourth grade class-

service in after-school
and summer pro-
grams, too. Nicole
was chosen for the

teachers in public,
charter and Catholic
schools nominated by
fellow teachers in
Lawrence.

“You have a lot of
different teachers in
your life,” Nicole
reflects, “but only a

Photo by Neal Hamberg

went to class and
needed help, you got it.”

Nicole took part in “almost every club and
organization” at Merrimack, thriving on the challenge of
balancing activities with academic success. She majored
in psychology and loved her courses, but was uncertain
about her future until a roommate suggested that she
take an education course. Nicole decided to heed her
advice. One of the course requirements was to observe
a classroom teacher, so Nicole returned to her own
elementary school — and to her own first grade teacher.

“When | stepped foot into that classroom and
started to interact with the children,” Nicole says, “I
completely knew that's what | wanted to do. | fell in love
with teaching at that moment.”

After graduating from Merrimack, Nicole went on
to earn two master of education degrees. She began her
teaching career as a native language literacy teacher in a
bilingual kindergarten. Then, when bilingual programs
in Massachusetts were cut, she began teaching at the
John K. Tarbox School in Lawrence. This year, she was

few of them really stand out in your mind. Those are the
teachers that make you want to do your best. | had a lot
of teachers like that at Merrimack.”

Her top professors, she recalls, had energy and
passion. They were nontraditional teachers who didn't
just stand up in front of the class and lecture, but
“constantly redesigned and modified classroom activities
because they knew that people learn in all different ways.
They took pride in helping students succeed. If you
couldn't achieve success in one way, the best professors
at Merrimack would help you find another way.”

And that, Nicole says, is the kind of teacher she
always hopes to be: the sort who makes a difference
in the lives of her students, inspiring in them a true
excitement for learning and perseverance in life.

“Merrimack is a great place because the professors
train you to work hard. When you leave Merrimack,
you're prepared to rise to the challenges before you.
Personally, I would love to be a professor at Merrimack
some day.”

If it feels right, that is. M

room, but also for her

award from among 23

MERRIMACK
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Michael Rossl 70

English Major
Dean of the Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Merrimack College

Sharing His
Passion for the
Written Word

ow do you feel about
your writing?

If you were lucky enough to learn how

to write within the past thirty years, you

probably feel a lot more positive about it than your
parents and grandparents ever did, believes Dr. Michael
Rossi, dean of the faculty of liberal arts.

“The way we teach writing has changed substantially
through the years,” he explains. “Even in elementary
school, students now learn how to write in a workshop
format. They develop the skills to think and talk about
writing with their peers as they learn how to move from a
blank page to a finished document. Peer writing work-
shops build positive experiences that people can draw
upon throughout college and their careers.”

Dr. Rossi should know. He has dedicated his life to
discovering how and why people write the way they do —
from hesitant undergraduates to some of the world's most
famous authors.

His passion for the written word was already formed
by the time Dr. Rossi was admitted to Merrimack as an
undergraduate.

The liberal arts curriculum — and the English major
in particular — were vastly different, too. “There were no
electives the year | started at Merrimack, the required
courses for an English major encompassed the great works
from medieval to modern literature,” Dr. Rossi says. These
days, liberal arts majors have many electives to choose
from, and ample opportunities for experiential learning,
both in the classroom and in professional settings.

Since 1982, Dr. Rossi has been striving to shape
new academic opportunities at Merrimack. He helped to
start the college's Writing Center the first year he began
teaching here, and his leadership in the support of peer
tutoring in writing recently culminated in Dr. Rossi

Photo by Kevin Salemme ’95

receiving the Ron Maxwell Award for Distinguished
Leadership from the National Conference on Peer
Tutoring, an honor shared with English professor
Dr. Kathleen Shine Cain ’72.

As dean of liberal arts, Dr. Rossi helped develop the
college's groundbreaking new curriculum, implemented
in fall 2008. This curriculum calls for students to take
four courses at four credits each, instead of requiring five
courses at three credits each. This schedule allows faculty
and students to add depth and experiential learning to
almost every course.

Even while Dr. Rossi contributed to changes like these
to ensure that Merrimack offers top quality academics, he
has been conducting his own scholarly research. For
instance, researching and writing his book, James Herriot:
A Critical Companion, led Dr. Rossi to delve into the
ways in which writers are sometimes influenced more
by memories of events than by the actual events. Most
recently, he is flexing his scholarly muscles in the field of
“visual rhetoric,” defined as the relationship between
images and writing. This is a hot topic, as the digital
revolution leads more people of all ages and backgrounds
to communicate online using not just words, but colors,
images, font and page design.

“The greatest thing about being at Merrimack is
that I've had the opportunity to help build and shape the
college while pursuing my own interests,” says Dr. Rossi.
“It's been exciting, enjoyable, rewarding work. Who
could ask for anything more?” M

5 MERRIMACK




Her Life Changed on a Whim

That service learning
experience — and others
like it during her years at
Merrimack — opened Karen's
eyes to the world around her.
Sophomore year, she began
working with Campus
Ministry on campus, doing
everything from answering
phones to arranging speakers
for peace and social justice
events. At the same time,
she maintained the grades she
needed to eventually graduate
summa cum laude in history.

History was the perfect

major for her. She'd chosen it
because of a dynamic Western
Civilization professor, and
stayed because “I loved
history. It required me to do
a lot of reading and writing
and research, which 1 figured

Karen SMITH 92

History Major, Religious Studies Minor
Program Director,
Jesuit Volunteer Corps East

Maine for one key reason: sports. “1'd been a
three-sport athlete all through high school, and
I wanted to at least continue playing soccer and softball,”
she says.

Karen did play soccer that first fall at Merrimack.
But, halfway through softball season that spring,
something happened to change her life: on a whim, she
joined her roommate on a Campus Ministry retreat to
Cape Cod, and discovered a whole new world. It was a
world populated with “people who really care, not just
about themselves or about you, but about other people
and God and the world,” she says. “The friendships that
emerged from that one weekend were amazing.”

Those friendships led Karen to go on a field service
trip to Orland, Maine, where she volunteered in a
cooperative helping immigrants from Honduras traveling

Karen Smith came to Merrimack from Bangor,

would make me trainable in
any career | chose after graduation.”

As it turned out, the career path that Karen
eventually followed was the one set before her that very
first year at Merrimack. She earned her master's degree
in divinity from the Weston Jesuit School of Theology in
Cambridge, Mass. and worked in campus ministry at
Regis University in Denver and as a program officer at
Catholic Relief Services in Baltimore before assuming her
current position as program director at Jesuit Volunteer
Corps (JVC) East.

“The JVC's goal is to help volunteers put a
name and face and heart on issues like poverty and
homelessness,” she says. The Jesuit VVolunteer Corps offers
women and men an opportunity to work full-time for
justice and peace. In all, about 250 Jesuit volunteers
work each year in the United States and seven countries
around the world, doing everything from providing direct
service in shelters and soup kitchens to community-wide
organizing.

As for herself, Karen says that having a liberal arts
background from Merrimack has been instrumental in
shaping her life. “I never would be here without the
profound influence of the Augustinians and faculty and
staff at Merrimack, who guided me in my spiritual

to Canada. “This was just twenty minutes from where explorations and classroom studies.” M
I grew up,” she says, still amazed, “and | never even
knew it existed.”
MERRIMACK 6




Mary Jane POWELL '81

el s From Entrepreneur

Co-founder, Powell Corporation

Board Member, to Political Activist

Commonwealth Service Corps

ary Jane Powell
IVI loves a challenge.
“What | really like

is to start new things and
then step back to watch what
happens,” she says.

To her credit, the
things M.J. starts are usually
successful, like Powell
Corporation, the manufac-
turing company she co-
founded with her husband
while she was earning her
psychology degree — and
raising four children, one
of whom graduated from
Merrimack a year after
she did.

Once the business was
launched, M.J. turned her
attention to politics. Her life
as an activist started when
she began campaigning for
the late Massachusetts Congressman Paul Tsongas; she

Corps as one of his first initia-
tives, he chose M.J. to serve on
the Commonwealth Service
Corps Board and help launch
the effort. The statewide volun-
teer program is designed to
engage Massachusetts residents
in rebuilding communities
through mentoring underprivi-
leged children, assisting the
elderly, cleaning up parks and
beaches, and other service
activities.

No matter where M.J. is
directing her energy at any
given moment, her liberal
arts education serves her well.

“When 1 first enrolled at
Merrimack, I did it just to finish
my degree, which | started at
Marquette University before
my children were born,” M.J.
explains. “I didn't think I had
that much to learn. But being

subsequently campaigned for former State Senator Patricia at Merrimack was a wonderful experience. A liberal arts

McGovern and served for eight years as treasurer of education gives you a broad base of knowledge that you

the Massachusetts Democratic Party. She has been a can draw upon for a lifetime. For instance, I tookan
member of the U.S. Small Business Administration environmental science course at Merrimack with a spellbind-
and the Massachusetts Advisory Council, and was the ing professor who made me aware of all sorts of ideas and
Massachusetts co-chair for the White House Conference information that people deal with every day — especially in
on Small Business. Recently, M.J. received the Eleanor the political arena. _ o

Roosevelt 2007 Award from the Massachusetts A liberal arts education allows you to specialize later,
Democratic Party and " . ) M.J. adds. - could

the Agenda Latina | could have gone in so many different have gone in so many

Maria Garcia Liriano i P : .
5007 Anard, directions. My specialty just happens to

With her record be politics. My big dream — and my
as a political activist, greatest wish — is that someday all three

it was no surprise

different directions. My
specialty just happens to
be politics. My big dream
— and my greatest wish — is
that someday all three of

that, when of my granddaughters will see a Congress my granoldaughter(s]l will
M husett ' see a Congress made up
o el madg up of 51 percent women. I'm of 51 percent women.
Patrick created the working to make that happen.” I'm working to make
that h M
Commonwealth _ M.J. Powell '81 at happen
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Commencement 2008

Photos by Neal Hamberg

those who are sick and living in poverty. Stressing the
importance of teamwork and helping others, he charged
the graduates to be optimistic about the future, to fix
global warming, and make a difference in the world by
leaving it a better place. Dr. Farmer was presented with an
Honorary Doctor of Science degree for his significant
service to humanity and medicine. For Dr. Farmer’s full

errimack College degrees were conferred on biography information, visit News at www.merrimack.edu.
M 450 students at the 58th Commencement on

Sunday, May 19. Blessed by blue skies and a
light breeze, Commencement marked the
conclusion of the 60th anniversary year
of the founding of The
Augustinian College of the
Merrimack Valley (later to be
renamed Merrimack College) in
the fall of 1947.

Merrimack was honored to
welcome Dr. Paul Farmer, M.D.,
Ph.D. as Commencement speaker.
He is co-founder of Partners in
Health, an international charity
organization that provides
direct health care services
and undertakes research and
advocacy activities on behalf of

continued on page 9
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Commencement

2008

Commencement's special guest
and honoree was Rev. James Edward
Hannan, O.S.A., a former Merrimack
faculty member and sole surviving
member of the first Augustinian
community at Merrimack. Fr. Hannan,
92, traveled from California to attend
the ceremony. He was awarded an
Honorary Doctorate of Augustinian
Education (Honoris Causa) which was
presented by Interim President Rev.
Joseph D. Calderone, O.S.A.

Rev. James Wenzel, O.S.A. had the
honor of introducing Fr. Hannan. “I am
humbled and honored to present him
(Fr. Hannan) for this degree because
he was one of my teachers during my

Rev. James Hannan, O.S.A.

freshman year at Merrimack in 1948,
and because of his support to me and
my parents when | joined him as a
member of the Augustinian Order in
1950, stated Fr. Wenzel. “I can
attest to his kindness and pastoral
concern for all of the students in
Merrimack's early years.”

A member of the first faculty
at Merrimack College, Fr. Hannan
established the four-year religion
program for the college. He also
served as chaplain of the college, and
chair of the Religion Department.
For Fr. Hannan's full biography,
visit News at www.merrimack.edu.

M

Convocation Recognizes
Merrimack's Top Achievers

By Marie DeMarco

Merrimack College Presidential Scholars on their high

achievements at the Honors Convocation held in the
Collegiate Church of Christ the Teacher in April. Merrimack's
Presidential Scholars earned a cumulative 3.5 G.P.A. or greater.

Parents, faculty, staff and administrators congratulated 81

Amanda Bovill

The 2008 student speaker was English
major Amanda Bovill of Pepperell, Mass.
Quoting Darwin, Bovill told the Class of

2008, “It is not the strongest of the
species that survives, nor the most
intelligent, but the one most

responsive to change.” Bouvill
minored in elementary education and
graduated summa cum laude.

Recipients of the David A. Rafferty, lll Memorial Award were (center right
holding plaque) Kara L.Borelli and (center left holding plaque) Colin
Temple. The David A. Rafferty Ill Memorial Award is bestowed upon a
senior in recognition of athletic and academic achievement as well as for
leadership within the college community. The award was established by
David and Marilyn Rafferty in memory of their son, David A. Rafferty Ill,
a member of the Class of 1987. Members of the Rafferty family are

pictured here with this year’s recipients.
Photos by Neal Hamberg
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From Africa to Merrimack

Beth Collins (left), daughter of
Merrimack trustee emeritus Ed Collins
’56 (right), has been working side-by-
side with Dr. Paul Farmer (center) in
Rwanda for several years to rebuild
an old hospital which provides health
care for Rwandans with AIDS. Beth Collins
left the business world after 17 years
in high profile leadership positions

to lend a hand in Rwanda. Now

the director of East Asia's HIV AIDS
Initiative Program for the Clinton
Foundation, she was instrumental in
bringing Dr. Farmer to Merrimack
College as this year's Commencement
speaker. In addition to his extraordi-
nary work in Haiti and Africa, Dr.
Farmer is associate chief of the
Division of Social Medical and Health
Inequalities at Brigham and Women's
Hospital in Boston. A physician-
anthropologist, Dr. Farmer is the
Maude and Lillian Presley Professor
of Medical Anthropology in the
Department of Social Medicine

at Harvard Medical School.

Outstanding Teacher
of the Year

Dr. Inwon Jang, assistant professor of
finance, was surprised with the Edward
G. Roddy Outstanding Teacher Award at
Commencement. Nominated by students
and colleagues, Dr. Jang is a well-
respected scholar dedicated to the
academic success of his students. His
research areas include dynamic portfolio
optimization, credit risk modeling,
mathematical finance, and financial
engineering. He has been
a faculty member at
Merrimack
College since

2007. He

has a Ph.D. from the University of lllinois

at Chicago; an M.S. from the University
of New South Wales (Australia); and a
B.B.A. from Yonsei
University (Korea).

Photos by Neal Hamberg
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High Achievements of Continuing Education Grads Honored

orking full-time, raising children, caring for
Wfamilies - AND studying toward a college
degree, the
2008 graduates of the
Division of Continuing
Education faced different
challenges than a typical
undergraduate student.
They were recently
honored by Merrimack
faculty, administration and
staff who gathered at a
reception on campus to
recognize the hard work
of the graduates who have
earned their degrees
through continuing ed.
Each year, the James

. X successfully completed their degree.
J. St. Germain Award is (Alazlls g

presented at the reception to the Continuing Education
graduating student with the highest grade point average

Several graduates of the Division of Continuing Education attended a
special reception honoring their hard work and dedication as they

and pursuing graduate study.
This year's recipient is Susan
Wilson Berube of Andover
who graduated summa cum
laude with a B.A. in Liberal
Arts. Professor St. Germain
was a long-time member of
the Merrimack faculty, and
chairman of the Political
Science department.

In addition, Susan was
presented the Victor J. Mill
Medal at Commencement,
which honors the first
ranking student in
Continuing Education.

M

Like Father, Like Daughters

hen Joseph Buckley '78 joined his Merrimack
classmates recently to celebrate their 30th
college reunion, he wasn't as amazed as
most of them by the changes on campus. “A lot of
my classmates were clearly shocked by how different
Merrimack looks now due to the growth in facilities
and changes in the campus layout,” he acknowledges.
“They're also surprised by the international flair in a lot
of the courses, especially in business.”

Joe, however, has taken these changes in stride, not
just because he has settled in nearby Chelmsford, but also
because three of his four children have now graduated
from Merrimack: Becky in 2005, Kerry in 2007 and
Sarah in 2008.

“I never pushed my children to choose Merrimack,”
he points out. “They each applied to half a dozen schools
or so. | know that there's a right school for everybody,
and that kids should make their own decisions about
which college fits.” He laughs. “But, when push comes
to shove, I'm glad they chose Merrimack. This is the kind
of school where you don't just get an education. You get
to know the real world.”

A math major at Merrimack, Joe went on for his
M.B.A. when he started working in financial services. He
is currently senior vice president of operations at State
Street Bank. Two of his daughters, Becky and Kerry,
majored in business at Merrimack - Becky earned a

degree in
management
and is cur-
rently a sales
assistant, and
Kerry used
her concen-
tration in
accounting to
land a job
with a C.P.A.
firm, but
Sarah chose
a different
path entirely.
“Ever
since | was in

The Buckley Family celebrated the graduation of yet
another daughter from Merrimack College. Pictured
are (left to right) Dad Joseph Buckley ‘78, new
graduate Sarah Buckley ‘08, and Kerry Buckley '07.
Sister Becky ‘05 is missing from the photo.

third grade, whenever anyone asked me what | wanted to
do with my life, 1'd say | wanted to be a teacher,” she says.
“That hasn't changed.”

While at first Sarah resisted the idea of coming to
Merrimack on the grounds that “I was trying to break
away from my sisters,” the quality of Merrimack's educa-
tion program convinced her to try it. And, in the end, “it
was great having my sisters there,” she admits. She volun-
teered in the college's Learn and Serve program and has
already passed her certification test to qualify as a licensed
elementary school teacher. In the fall, she will stay on at
Merrimack to earn her master degree of education.

continued on page 12
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Students Join Augustinian Volunteers After Graduation

By Heather Notaro

s some students are negotiating the best starting

salary to begin their careers, some have committed

to serving others after graduating from Merrimack.
Class of 2008 graduates Meghan McKennan (Middlebury,
Vt.), and Colleen Mescall (Babylon, N.Y.) have joined the
Augustinian Volunteers and will perform community
service for almost a year.

Meghan McKennan

will volunteer in the

Bronx, New York.

“Merrimack’s founda-

tion is rooted in the

traditions of St.

Augustine, so spending

four years learning

about the importance

of community and

service to others has

really made an impact

on me. | got to know

the individuals who

volunteered at

Merrimack during my

four years and they are

all amazing individuals with impressive stories. | looked
into the program as a bridge between college and
graduate school and was really impressed.”

While at Merrimack, Meghan participated in
Alternative Spring Break, volunteering in Tijuana, Mexico
at an orphanage, and went on a pilgrimage through Italy
tracing the footsteps of St. Augustine.

Colleen Mescall will dedicate

her time in Chicago. “I knew

I wanted to volunteer after

graduation and the AV

program felt like the best fit

for me. After attending an
Augustinian college the past

four years, | have learned a lot

about the Augustinian tradition

and ideals and they are some-

thing | truly believe in,

especially their importance

of service to others and

community living. My older

sister Megan also did the AV

program and | saw her go

through such a wonderful experience. | knew it was
something | wanted to try for myself.”

While at Merrimack, Colleen also participated in the
Alternative Spring Break program, traveling to the Bronx,
N.Y.; Chicago; and Tijuana, Mexico.

Augustinian Volunteers are Catholic men and women
who wish to serve God's people in partnership with the
Augustinians and others. The work of the volunteers is
with established educational, social, and health service
programs, and varies according to the needs of the
sponsoring site and the individual volunteer. By building
and living in community with other volunteers and by
sharing in the life of local Augustinian Communities, it is
hoped that the life of the Augustinian Volunteers will be
enriched as they enrich the lives of others. Visit
www.osavol.org. for more information. M

continued from page 11

Like Father, Like Daughters

The Castonguay
family boasts a

“For me, the best part of being at long line of
Merrimack is the people I've met,” she says. Merrimack
“The professors and other students form a graduates. At

Commencement

great community.”

Joe, who participated in student govern-
ment and played intramural sports for all four
years he was at Merrimack, heartily agrees.
He's also a fan of the liberal arts curriculum.
“You can know everything you need to know
in math or business,” he says, “but if you
can't express yourself, what good does it do
you? With a Merrimack degree, you're well
equipped for the world.” M

celebrating their

latest graduate,

Bridget Castonguay

'08 (center), was

(left to right) Bob

Castonguay ‘73,

uncle; Mike

Castonguay '76,

father; Pat Castonguay ‘04, cousin; Mary Beth Casey Castonguay ‘69, aunt; and
Jim Castonguay ‘69, uncle.
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New President Leads Merrimack College

r. Ronald
Champagne
took the helm as
president of Merrimack
College on August 1,
just in time to receive
Merrimack’s largest
entering freshman
class in 25 years.
Dr. Champagne will
serve as Merrimack’s
president for a mini-
mum two-year term,
during which time a
search will continue to
identify a long-term
president to follow him.
The selection of
Dr. Champagne to lead Merrimack came as a result of the
recommendation by the Presidential Search Committee
with the concurrence of the Prior Provincial of the Order
of St. Augustine, the Very Rev. Donald Reilly, O.S.A., to
choose a candidate from the Registry for College and
University Presidents® which provides experienced
transitional leadership.

Dr. Champagne brings to Merrimack College
considerable leadership experience, having served as
president of two prior institutions of higher learning.

He served as president of Saint Xavier University in
Chicago, Ill. for 12 years and, most recently, served as
interim president of Shimer College, also in Chicago.
Dr. Champagne also brings significant experience in
fundraising, having served as senior vice president for
development at the National Alzheimer’s Disease and
Related Disorders Association, and as vice president for
development for Roosevelt University (Chicago, 1Il.).
In addition, he was vice president for academic
administration and dean of
the college at Salem
College in West Virginia.

Dr. Champagne has been
a professor of mathematics
at several institutions and a
professor of philosophy
of science at Roosevelt
University and has published
in several journals. He holds
a bachelor’s degree from
Duquesne University, an
M.A. and a Ph.D. from

Dr. Ronald Champagne

Fordham University, and an additional M.A. from the
Catholic University of America.

“Dr. Champagne’s energy, enthusiasm, and expertise
as a leader in higher education will help Merrimack
College to reposition itself financially and academically for
renewed growth and development as we enter a decade of
increasing competitiveness for the most talented students
in New England and beyond,” said Dr. Demers. “His
successful track record in institutional fundraising will
greatly benefit Merrimack College as we turn in a new
and exciting direction for the college and continue our
work to provide the very best educational experience
possible for our students.”

Rev. Joseph D. Calderone, who served as
Merrimack’s interim president from January through
July of this year, returned to his former position at the
Villanova University Law School.

“Merrimack College is a friendly and
hard-working community of individuals and
| am very pleased to become a part of that
community. It’s an exciting time to be part
of the college with new programming and
the largest class of students in 25 years
starting this fall,” said Dr. Champagne.
“l am committed to supporting and further
advancing the strong Catholic, Augustinian
foundation on which Merrimack was built.
| have found the pride and determination
of the Merrimack College community
contagious and | have been eager to get
started and work off of that excitement.”

M

Golf Raises Dollars for Scholarships

With sunny skies, a mild breeze, beautifully manicured greens, and good friends,
160 golfers enjoyed a wonderful day of golf while helping students attain a
scholarship at Merrimack College. The 27th Annual President’s Cup Golf
Tournament, sponsored by the Friends
of Merrimack College, raised more than
$60,000 for student scholarships.
Forty-six local companies sponsored this
year’s tournament held at Indian Ridge
Country Club in Andover, Mass.
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Largest Class in 25 Years to Hit Campus This Fall

By Heather Notaro

his fall, Merrimack is
Twelcoming the largest
incoming class in over
25 years. With an expected
increase of both freshmen
and transfer students,
an estimated 700 new
students will start classes
this fall, representing the
largest number of total
incoming students
since 1980.

66% in-state students
34% out-of- state

Average G.PA. is 3.2

34% enrolled in business

Admission Overview

Incoming 2008 Merrimack freshmen

Students represent 18 states and 4 countries

Ranked in the top 33% of their high school classes.
36% enrolled in liberal arts

30% selected science and engineering

and offering many career
opportunities — have been
added. The college is also
moving from a traditional
five-course curriculum model
to a four-course/four-credit
model this fall. With the move,
Merrimack will join many
other top liberal arts schools
with a 4x4 curriculum.

“We are very pleased at the
number of students and their
families who have selected

“The interest in
Merrimack has been very
high, and we are pleased that we did not go to our wait
list and were able to keep our acceptance rate in line with
previous years,” said Mary Lou Retelle, Merrimack’s vice
president of enrollment management.

The increased interest in Merrimack is attributed in
part to the attentiveness and customer service focus of the
Admission and Financial Aid Offices, along with several
new initiatives and programs that have been developed
to meet the changing needs of students and remain
competitive in today’s evolving marketplace.

An honors program and new academic programs in
criminology, biotechnology, information technology, and
sport management — all areas experiencing strong growth

Merrimack College as the ideal
institution to pursue academic achievement,” said Retelle.
“We look forward to the fall, and hope for many more
large classes in the future.” M

“The interest in Merrimack has been
very high, and we are pleased that
we did not go to our wait list and
were able to keep our acceptance

rate in line with previous years.”

— Mary Lou Retelle, vice president for
enrollment management

Thank You!

At a special
scholarship
luncheon held in
March, student
scholarship
recipients had

the opportunity
Scholarship donors Stephen ’74 and Patricia

i r.neet and thanl,( Stapinski with scholarship recipient Christopher
their benefactors i yrena 09 (righ).

person for helping

to support their higher education. Interim President Rev.
Joseph D. Calderone, O.S.A. greeted attendees, thanked
donors for their generosity, and recognized the scholarship
recipients for their academic accomplishments and
community service.

New Master of Education
Programs Added

Several new programs have been added to the Master
of Education Degree program at Merrimack College.
Option VI is a program of study for teachers who
currently hold the initial teaching licensure in
elementary education and would like to pursue a
second license as a Teacher of Students with Moderate
Disabilities (PreK-8). . . . For teachers who already
hold a master degree and initial licensure, the new
Professional Program of Study as a Teacher of
Students with Moderate Disabilities (PreK-8) will enable
them to add only 12 additional graduate credits in the
Moderate Disabilities content areas for advancement
to the professional teaching license . . . Beginning Fall
2008, Merrimack will offer the Early Childhood
Certificate Program for Children With and Without
Disabilities (PreK - Grade 2).
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Augustinians Join
Merrimack Community

By Heather Notaro

Augustinians to campus this month. Rev. Raymond F.

Dlugos, O.S.A., Ph.D., C. Psych is vice president for
mission and ministry; and Rev. William Waters, O.S.A. has
joined Merrimack as a campus minister.

Rev. Raymond F. Dlugos’
appointment as vice presi-
dent for mission and ministry
re-establishes the full-time
position initiated on campus
in 1998, and is funded
through a generous gift from
the Augustinian Province of
St. Thomas of Villanova.
This position ensures that
the college continues to focus on its mission and identity as
a Catholic institution offering a liberal arts education of the
highest quality in the Augustinian tradition.

Fr. Dlugos is a licensed psychologist in New York and a
registered psychologist in Ontario, Canada. He received a
Ph.D. in counseling psychology from the State University
of New York at Albany, an M.A. from Washington
Theological Union, and a B.A. from Villanova University.
Most recently, Fr. Dlugos served as CEO of The
Southdown Institute (Aurora, Ontario) where he provided
leadership to a residential treatment center for members of
religious orders suffering emotional, psychological, and
behavioral disorders. For a complete biography on Fr.
Dlugos, visit News at www.merrimack.edu.

As a campus minister, Rev.
William Waters, O.S.A. will coun-
sel and guide students at all points
in their relationship with God and
faith, including retreat experiences,
daily liturgy, sacramental prepara-
tion, interfaith prayer, and forums
for discussing Catholic theology
and how it impacts issues of today.

A native of Philadelphia, Pa.,
Fr. Waters has a master of educa-
tion degree from Villanova
University and a master’s degree in
theology from Washington Theological Union. He has
most recently served as the pastor of Our Lady of Good
Counsel Parish in Methuen and Lawrence, a position he
has held since 2004. For a complete biography on
Fr. Waters, visit News at www.merrimack.edu. M

The Merrimack College community welcomes two new

Rev. Raymond F. Dlugos

Rev. William Waters, O.S.A.

RFID/Auto ID Technology
Symposium to be held at
Merrimack

orld-wide inventors and leaders in Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID), bar coding, and other auto-
matic 1D technologies will gather at Merrimack
College for a symposium organized by AIDC 100 (Automatic
Identification and Data Capture). The symposium will be held
on Wednesday, October 15, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.
The day-long 2008 RFID/Automatic 1D Technology
Symposium will feature renowned speakers as they share actual
business problems, solutions, and application examples such as
automatic ID technology usage with national security issues,
healthcare, retail, manufacturing, transportation, energy, and
more. Trustee Michael Ohanian has been the motivating force
behind this symposium.
Speakers will include professionals from the
following: Tagsys RFID; Shipcom Wireless; Radianse; Reva
Systems; Symbol/Motorola;SAVI/Lockheed Martin;
American Apparel; Dow Chemical Co.; and Hewlett Packard.

Discussion Panels:
= RFID research analysts will speak on the state of automatic
technology and forecast where the industry may be headed.
Panelists include: ABI Research, Venture Development Corp.
and R.W. Baird & Co.

= Discussion on RFID programs in higher education, and
student and graduate success in the field. Panelists include:
Merrimack College, University of Texas Austin, and University
of Arkansas.

Symposium attendees will also tour Merrimack’s newly established
state-of-the-art RFID/automatic ID technology lab - one of the
few colleges in the country with such equipment for study.

For more event information including registration, visit

http://aidc100.0org/08meeting.htm M

New Board Members Welcomed

The Merrimack College Board of Trustees welcomes five
new members: Rev. Joseph Farrell, O.S.A, recent director
of programming and outreach for Villanova University

and former director of campus ministry at Merrimack
(1999-2003); Rev. William T. Garland, O.S.A., counselor
for the Province of St. Thomas of Villanova, and prior for
Our Mother of Good Counsel Monastery at Merrimack;
Karen Kalil-Brown, vice president and deputy of National
& Theater Security Programs for Raytheon’s Integrated
Defense Systems; Marybeth Mclnnis, attorney with Mclnnis
Law Office in North Andover, Mass.; and Brian Mitchell *74,
current president of Bucknell University.
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Merrimack Using “Greener” Cooking Oil/Diesel Blend
tO Run TI‘UCkS By Heather Notaro

mell french fries on campus? The scent is most

likely coming from a tail pipe, not the Warrior’s

Den. In an effort to help the environment and save
money for the college, the Physical Plant Department is
using a more eco-friendly blended fuel (cooking
oil/diesel) to run a fleet of maintenance vehicles.

This innovative idea came to Physical Plant Director
Robert Coppola while he was watching a TV program
on the use of eco-friendly fuel. Bob had a “eureka”
moment, “If they can do it, why can’t Merrimack?”
Now, the blended fuel is being used in all of
Merrimack’s diesel run vehicles — over 20 vehicles of a
35 piece fleet, including the largest machinery such as
garbage trucks. Of course, the process isn’t as simple
as dumping the blended fuel into the vehicle — the
equipment needed to be readied for the mixture and
Merrimack employees made it happen.

For Merrimack, the use of a “greener” blended

fuel holds a variety of environmental, financial. and From left: Robert Coppola, director of physical plant at Merrimack
College. Rear (left to right): Mike Lattin, Mike Williams, John

educational benefits.
DeMatteis, all of Physical Plant. Upper right: Brad Villett of Physical
= Typically, the used cooking oil from the college food  Plant and Michael Durkin, director of purchasing. Passenger seat:

services is waste, but now it’s a reusable resource; Joe Doyon, Physical Plant. Photo by Neal Hamberg
< In addition to reducing emissions, using blended

oil/diesel fuel will lead to the college consuming 20% Most importantly, the use of blended fuel has the
less diesel annually (usually 5,800 gallons a year); campus working together for a global cause, and blended

= The project also saves the fee for the removal of the  fye| on campus is just the beginning of creating a more
waste cooking oil which equals several thousand dollars  enyironmentally-friendly campus. Further sustainability
a year - rather than disposing of the used oil, it's now  projects are being planned, and students, faculty and staff
filtered and mixed with diesel fuel. will be working together to accomplish those goals. M

November Club Lunches
with Scholarship Recipient

Members of the November Club gathered
in June to enjoy a luncheon with their
scholarship recipient. The November Club
endowed scholarship was established with
a gift to the college in 1983 by the club’s
members. Members of the club enjoyed
lunch with scholarship recipient Nicole
Zaffini '11, and her mom, Geraldine,

along with other members of the
college community_ Left to right (seated) Gladys Sakowich, Ruth Ermer, Ann Vandor, and Shirley Holmes. Top row
Geraldine Zaffini, Doris Bangert, Nicole Zaffini *11, Fran Salerno, and Nancy Hurlin.
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Reunion Weekend Brings Alumni, Augustinians Together

By Heather Notaro

ore than 500 alumni from

across the country and

beyond attended Destination
Merrimack: A Reunion Celebration —
this year’s reunion weekend on May
30 and 31. Merrimack graduates in
the “3’s and 8’s” (i.e. '53, '58, '63,
68 through 2003) came back to
campus to reminisce with former
classmates and enjoy a variety of
activities ranging from a pub-style
reception to campus trolley tours.

Alumni traveled from as far
away as Arizona, Washington and
even Ontario, Canada to meet up
with fellow alumni and see how
the campus has changed since they
were last here. In all, 22 states and
two countries were represented at
Reunion. More than 30 attendees
got a feel for college life again when
they stayed on campus in Santagati
Hall for the weekend.

“This year we changed our format
from a traditional sit-down dinner to
more of a cocktail/pub-style event
and it was perfect for catching up
and renewing friendships,” explained
Nancy Clark, director of alumni
relations. “We had the Red Sox
playing, pool tables available and food
was served throughout the night.

The atmosphere was relaxed and it
really gave people a chance to see
everyone who was there, not just
the few who sat at a dinner table,

as in the past. Our alumni and

guests were very pleased.”

Throughout the weekend,

reunioners cruised the campus by
trolley with the “Saints and Sinners”
tour guided by Fr. Jim Wenzel '52
and James Greeley '71, director of
career services/cooperative education.

The tours made stops at the

significant historical spots on campus,
while highlighting the Augustinian

contributions to Merrimack.

The weekend also brought special
recognition to the Class of 1958
attendees as they received golden

diplomas during Mass in the
Rogers Center and were
officially welcomed into the
Golden Graduate Society of
Merrimack College. Other
celebrations during Reunion
weekend included the
20th anniversary of the
Math Center’s Peer and
Professional Tutors Program
and the annual Sigma Beta
Kappa fraternity reunion.

M

Members of the Class of 1973 enjoyed the pub-style atmosphere at Reunion.

Photo by Frank Leone ‘61

Dan Breen *51, the first student to register
at Merrimack, shows a picture of the
founders of the college. photo by Neal Hamberg

Co-Chairs of the Class of 1958, Pat (Maney) Gorton '58
and Joseph McColgan ‘58 (left) presented a class gift of
$48,195 to Joseph Kelley, vice president of mission and
advancement. Photo by Frank Leone '61

Editions of the Merrimackan were out for viewing

throughout the weekend. Photo by Neal Hamberg
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Alumni

Alumni enjoyed a
trolley tour of the
campus, lead by Fr.

Jim Wenzel, O.S.A.

'52 and James
Greeley '71.

Members of the
Class of 2003
returned to
Merrimack to
celebrate their
5th reunion.

Photo by Neal Hamberg

Photo by Neal Hamberg

Reunion Mass and

the Golden Diploma
Ceremony were
celebrated on Saturday,
May 31. Members of
the Class of 1958 were
presented with golden
diplomas to commemo-
rate their 50th reunion,
including (left to right)
Sandra (Nassar)
Samojeden '58, M. Irene
(Rheaume) Weber '58
and Honora (Rourke)
Mclaughlin '58.

Photo by Frank Leone '61

Alumni and guests
gathered to cheer
on the Red Sox,
play some pool
and reminisce.
Members of the
Class of 1988
celebrated their
20th reunion.

Photo by Frank Leone ‘61

SAVE THE DATE!

Homecoming/Family Weekend
Saturday, September 27, 2008

= Open Alumni Association Meeting
= Community Service - Lazarus House
Lazarus House is in need of winter
clothing for all ages. Bring your donations
to the Warrior Tent and help out a good
cause!
= Fall Festival - BBQ
= Kids Korner - Children's activities
= Alumni Tailgating Area
- Reserved area in Volpe parking lot
- Show your Warrior Pride! Prizes
awarded for the most school spirit!
= MC Football vs. Southern Connecticut
= Alumni Nightcap 2008
- A huge success last year! Catch up with
friends at your old stomping ground!

Visit www.merrimack.edu/hfw for more
information.

Are you looking for a hotel for your trip to
Homecoming? Call the Andover Courtyard
by Marriott at 978-794-0700 and tell them
you are from Merrimack College for a
reduced rate!

Alumni celebrating more than fifty years since graduating

from Merrimack are recognized as a member of the

distinguished Golden Graduate Society. George

Wermers '53, Bud Keohan '53, and Sam Kerns ‘53

enjoyed an afternoon dinner as part of reunion weekend.
Photo by Neal Hamberg
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A Night with the Augustinians

focal point of Reunion

weekend was an “Evening with

the Augustinians” when many
favorite Augustinian Friars returned
to celebrate Merrimack’s 60th
anniversary and honor the many
Augustinians who served from the
college’s pioneer days to the
present time.

“The night with the
Augustinians was a fantastic success.
The Augustinians present were
delighted to see so many old friends
and students,” said Rev. Joseph D.
Calderone, O.S.A., interim
president. “The alumni remember
Merrimack fondly with stories of
how the Augustinian Friars taught,
counseled or just spent time with
them in so many different ways.”

During the event, Rev. John
Deegan, O.S.A., the fourth president
of Merrimack College, blessed crosses
from Lecceto, Italy that were hand
crafted by Augustinian nuns. A video
prepared by Media Center Director
Kevin Salemme ’95 was shown,

Rev. John Deegan, O.S.A., (left) former Merrimack president,
returned to Merrimack to celebrate the Augustinian tradition
and history of the college. Here he catches up with Jim
Gordon '61, (center) and Jim McGovern '58 (right).

Photos by Neal Hamberg

Send us your news

followed by a dinner where the
Augustinians talked with guests,
answering questions about the roots
of the college and reminiscing.

“There were some attendees who
were here when | was a student, and
many who have been a part of my 29
years of employment,” said Robert
O’Brien '73, operations manager
for McQuade Library. “The video
presentations provided us with
in-depth insight into the many
Augustinian contributions that make
Merrimack what it is today.”

“The relationships and the bonds

that were formed have withstood time

and have given so much hope and a
foundation for caring, serving and
giving,” said Fr. Calderone. “Our
alumni bring great accolades to
Merrimack in how they have affected
their families, their professions and
indeed the world in so many ways!
Both Augustinians and alumni hope
that this event will be something to
look forward to again in the not so
distant future.”

Those Augustinians who joined in the
reunion celebration were:

Rev. Joseph D. Calderone, O.S.A.,
interim president

Rev. John E. Deegan, O.S.A.,
former Merrimack president

Rev. Kevin Dwyer, O.S.A., faculty
member

Rev. Albert MacPherson, O.S.A.

Rev. George R. Morgan 61,
O.S.A., Alumni Relations

Rev. Paul Morrissey, O.S.A.

Rev. James Paradis, O.S.A.

Rev. Mark Garrett, O.S.A.

Rev. William Wallace, O.S.A.

Rev. Peter Gori, O.S.A.

Rev. Neil McGettigan, O.S.A.

Rev. Richard Piatt, O.S.A, former
director of campus ministry

Rev. James A. Wenzel, O.S.A. '52,
director of Augustinian Center

Rev. Gary N. McCloskey, O.S.A.,
dean of the college

Rev. William F. Waters, O.S.A.,
Merrimack campus minister

M

Fr. Paul Morrissey O.S.A., former Religious Studies faculty
member and campus minister, takes a trip down memory lane,

viewing photos of past Augustinians who served at Merrimack.
Photo by Neal Hamberg

. alumnirelations@merrimack.edu
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Merrimack from
Coast to Coast —
and Across the
Atlantic

Alumni from across the country
have been catching up with each
other — and learning more about
Merrimack College as it is today!

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

John Howard ’75 (left) and James Manning ’74 were
among those who met up with each other at a reception
held for Merrimack alumni at the St. Augustine’s High
School in San Diego, California in February this year.

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA

A reception was hosted by George Furth, Tony award
winning playwright and director, whose generous support
has made the Tambakos Film Festival at Merrimack College
possible. The event was held in February.

NEW YORK CITY

Lee Slattery '81, center, hosted a
reception for alumni in the New
York City area in early April.
She enjoyed catching up with
John Donovan 77 (left) and Ted
Kelley '61.

Visit www.merrimack.edu/alumni for more information
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FT. MEYERS, FLORIDA

PALM BEACH, FLORIDA Cheering on the Red Sox during spring training were (left to
At a reception hosted by Ray '55 and Jean Koehne in early right) Elinor Joan Wenzel, Ruth Rice, Joan Griffin and Peter
March, alumni (left to right) Robert Hatem ’58, Joanne (Murtagh)  Griffin *57. Forty Merrimack alumni and friends saw the
Hatem ’59, Chuck DiCroce 73 and Sherry DiCroce enjoyed Red Sox play the Minnesota Twins on March 1 this year.
catching up and reminiscing together. The Red Sox won, 7-6.

DPK FRATERNITY REUNION

DPK brothers enjoyed a night together on March
1, 2008. Delta Phi Kappa has formed a Delta
Phi Kappa Alumni Group on the free LinkedIn
social networking application. DPK is also com-
piling a master list of all DPK brothers. To join
DPK’s Alumni Group, go to www.linkedin.com,
register for the free LinkedIn service, and join
the Delta Phi Kappa Alumni LinkedIn group! To
be added to the master list of all DPK brothers,
please send an email to Christian Schena 95 at
christian.schena@globalinsight.com or David
Anthony 86 at anthonyd@ieee.org to get your
name added to the list.

SPRING TIME ON
THE DANUBE

Alumni and friends sailed the beautiful Danube, stopping
in Vienna, Budapest, and Bratislava-Wachau. The group
shared many oohs and aahs — and laughs.

Pictured here: (from back) George Corkery ‘64, Virginia
Corkery, Nicholas Chapman '71, Kay (Catalano) DeBurro
'56, Leo Hart, Jean (McNally) Hart ’'56, Charlie Hugo,
Eileen Hugo, Arthur Kiernan ’56, John LeBlanc, Maryjane
"Rusty" (Shoemaker) Meadows 83, Terrance Monahan
66, Caroline Monahan, Margaret O'Connor, Frank
O'Connor 56, Gayle Plouffe 71, Kathleen (Neylon)
Rourke 67, Paul Rourke and Carol Wooley.
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Naples, Florida
St. Patrick’s Day

A trolley proudly bearing the Merrimack name carried
Merrimack alumni in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Naples,
Florida this year. Enjoying the luncheon that followed the
parade were (left to right) Alicia (Conley) Shea 57, Christine
Marocco, Laurence Marocco '53 and Maury Shea ’53.

NAPLES, FLORIDA

Edward '56 and Rita (Bonanno) Collins '56 (left) hosted a reception
for alumni living on the west coast of Florida on March 14. Director
of Alumni Relations Nancy Clark (center) also welcomed guests.

Travel with your fellow alumni!
April 25 — May 2, 2009

Visit “ltalian Switzerland” and Northern Italy, including
the lake region and Venice.

For additional information, contact nancy.clark@merrimack.edu

Upcoming Alumni Events 2008

Please join your fellow alumni for one or all of
these events happening throughout 2008.

August 23
Legacy Reception - Class of 2012 and families
September 27
Homecoming/Family Weekend
September 27
Open Alumni Association Meeting
September 28
Golden Graduate Society “Sunday Dinner”
October 10
Q & A with Francis E. Girard '62
October 23
Parents’ Council Meeting
November 11
Veterans Day Mass
December 4
Annual Christmas Reception

Save the Date for Reunion 2009

May 29 & 30, 2009

Visit www.merrimack.edu/alumnievents for
additional events and information!

MERRIMACK
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Veronica DOUrso Harnois
was recognized as a leader
of distinction at a gala event spon-
sored by the Academy of Notre
Dame,
Tyngsboro,
Mass. Dr.
Harnois, a
resident of
Springfield,
Mass., and an
alumna of the
Academy of
Notre Dame,
was selected in the Education
category. The Medallion Awards
for Leaders of Distinction were con-
ceived to applaud the leadership
contributions of residents and
former residents of New England
who have a connection to the
Notre Dame community and to
acknowledge these individuals as
examples to future generations.

Ron Dufour finished his

twentieth year at Rhode
Island College, including two terms
as department chair, and was
selected as the Mary Tucker Thorp
College Professor for 2006-07. He
teaches courses and publishes in
early American history and the
history of jazz, and spends his free
time reading and listening to music
or going to concerts.

Joe Russo has returned to
Eckman Construction Co.,
Inc. as its vice president for
business development, a position
he previously
held with the
company. An
experienced
business
development
and marketing
professional,
Russo will be
responsible
for lead gener-
ation and new client and business
development efforts throughout
New England. He is a member of
the Commercial Investment Board
of Realtors (CIBOR) and a director
of the Greater Manchester
Community Health Center.

Terry Monahan was

honored by the San Diego
High School Sports Association at
an awards ceremony in February at
the San Diego Hall of Champions for
35 years as a sports writer covering
high school sports, the last 30 years
with the North County Timesn north
San Diego County. Along the way,
he has covered more than 5,000
athletic events as well as such
athletes as Junior Seau, Alan
Trammell, Shannon MacMillan, Sean
Salisbury, Jud Buechler, Marcus
Allen, Billy Beane, Terri McKeever
and John Lynch during their high
school days. Terry resides in San
Marcos, Calif., with wife, Jean. Their
two daughters, Erin and Kelly, both
graduated from college and are
married. Erin is a kindergarten
teacher and Kelly is an oncology
nurse at Children's Hospital of
Orange County (Calif.).

Mark Juknavorian , Essex

County Probate & family
court probation officer, celebrated
30 years of service as an employee
of the Mass. Probation Service. He
first joined the service in 1977. As a
probation employee, he has held
positions of probation cfficer and
assistant and chief probation officer.
Juknavorian was named chief
probation officer. Jukknavorian is a
member of the Armenian-American
Veteran's Association of Lowell and
the Human Rights Committee at
Tewksbury (Mass.) State Hospital.
He and his wife, Diane, are the
parents of two adult children.

John Maihos was elected in

August 2007 to serve as the
governor of the New England District
of Kiwanis International. Only 51
other people hold the position of
governor around the world. The one-
year term will end September 30,
2008. In this role, John is the chief
executive officer of the volunteer
organization which includes over
5000 members in 200 clubs and
over 5000 members in the six
states and Bermuda. Worldwide,
there are about 8,000 clubs in 96
countries. More than 260,000 adult
members and approximately
320,000 youth belong. On Sunday,
March 30, John was awarded the
Golden Key, by the governor of the
New England District of Key Clubs,

Jeff Poulin. The Golden Key Award (Massachusetts), and the First

is the highest honor that an individ-

ual can receive from Key Club, a
sponsored leadership program of
Kiwanis International. Key Club is
the largest student-led high school
organization in the United States.

Robert Bradley (aka Brad)
is vice president of mort-
gage lending with New England

Alliance Mortgage in Old Saybrook,
Previously, he held financial

Conn.
positions with divisions of United

Circuit Court of Appeals. He has
served on the Planning Board and
Master Plan Commission of Ipswich,
Massachusetts. He also served as
president of the Friends of Ipswich
Public Library. David is currently a
member of the Northeastern
Avicultural Society. David currently
lives in Lynnfield, Mass. with his
wife, Lia Zulalian-Moynihan.

Joan (Fasanello)
Broderick recently received

Technologies, Loral Corporation andher master of education degree

FM Global. Bob has been in the
mortgage industry since 1997.

David K. Moynihan joined
McLane Law FirmOs Real
Estate Department. His practice
focuses on real estate and related
matters,
including
acquisitions,
leasing and
condomini-
um law.
David joins
McLane
following a
successful
career as
inside general counsel with several
established New England firms.
David is admitted to practice in

from Lesley University.She's a
special education teacher working
in Lowell (Mass.) Public Schools.
She is married to Peter Broderick
081, vice president of educational
services at Kronos Inc. in
Chelmsford, Mass. They reside in
Andover with one son, Matthew.

Steven Hutcheson is currently
serving a second term as a City
Councilor-at-Large in Newburyport,
Mass. He is also the chairman of
the council public safety committee.

Fr. Mark Knestout cele-

brated his tenth anniversary
as a priest. One month prior, he
was the head master of ceremony
for the Archdiocese of Washington
planning the PopeOs Mass at

Massachusetts and New Hampshire Nationals Park.

and the U.S. District Court

Kate McBride, husband Joe, and sons, William Timothy (1) and
Thomas Joseph (6), were blessed to meet Pope Benedict when

visiting New York in April 2008.

The Pope came to their parish, St.

JosephOs (and Thomas' school) and they were asked to greet him.
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profits in Vermont by the local ABC
news affiliate to become part of
Oprah's BIG GIVE project.

Benjamin Costa is

assistant principal at
Westland Middle School in
Montgomery County, Md.

Christopher McDermott was
appointed to the Quincy Police
Department Homeland Security K9
Unit. The dogs will be trained in
tracking and bomb detection.

Mike Fatalo started a new

job in January 2008 as a
contract analyst for NxStage
Medical Inc. in Lawrence. Mike
graduated from the Massachusetts
School of Law in June 2008,
obtaining his JD. He is engaged to
Carrie Smith and the wedding is set
for October 11, 2008. He planned
to take the bar exam in July 2008.

Nancy Grace Horton , award-winning photographer and

educator, is pleased to announce the recent completion of one
of her Learning to See projects in the remote Pacific Coast village of
Mayto, Mexico. Horton has previously directed several Learning To See
projects -- in which students learn photography while documenting their
environment -- but this is the first she has done out of the country,
in a very different culture. Nancy has recently had her photographs
published in a book called "Portsmouth" written by local historian Laura
Pope. In addition, during the past year she has collaborated with other
local photographers on a book of images from Ghana, inspired by the
work of Paul Strand. She is also published in numerous publications
and works with a variety of companies. This past fall her work was
featured in the Danforth Museum of ArtsOs New England Photography
show and in 2007 she was featured in over ten exhibitions.

Rob Fiore is the chief financial
officer at Applied Value LLC.

Kym (Ebrecht) Nugent is now an
applications analyst Il at Partners
Healthcare in Boston, Mass.

Elizabeth Scott traveled to Kristoffer Lane joined the CPA

New Orleans in April 2008  firm, Daniel Dennis & Company
to help build houses with Habitat for LLP, as a partner. Mr. Lane is a
Humanity as part of the ongoing certified public accountant in the
Hurricane Katrina relief efforts. It is Commonwealth of Massachusetts
her third trip down to work with and a member of the American
them. Also in April 2008, Elizabeth Institute of Certified Public
ran the MORE Half-Marathon in NewAccountants and the Massachusetts
York City with her sister. She is Society of Certified Public
also in training for her fifth New Accountants. He has provided
York City Marathon in November audit and accounting services to providing much needed leadership
2008, and as always, she runs and non-profit, real estate and govern-  5nq vision." Matt began working at
fundraises for Memorial Sloan- mental agencies and has provided Tpe Eagle-Tribunas a college
Kettering Cancer Center in memory training on various topics relating to jntern and 18 years later has
of her Dad. the financial management and finan-pacome involved in almost every
cial visibility of Mass_achu_setts char- aspect of producing the paper. He
ter schools. He residesin has worked to get the most out of
Burlington, Mass. and is married  computers and technology to find
with three children. better and more efficient ways

to produce newspapers. He is

Darline (Thorp) Yatim was pro- ¢y rrently working on the company's
moted to head membership for many Web sites including

Westboro Tennis and Swim Club's www.eagletribune.com and
second club.

Matt Ouellette , IT director of
research and development foihe
Eagle-Tribunavas recently profiled
in Presstime Magazine's "20 Under
400 feature. Presstime recognized
20 of the best and brightest young
professionals under 40 in the news-
paper industry who have proven
themselves as "change agents with-
in their companies and the industry,

Michael Young completed

his fifth year as a special
education teacher living in
Delaware.

Kelly (Walters) Kennedy

is the MBA Placement
Program & Career Center manager
at the University of Connecticut
School of Business.

www.rallynorth.net.

Deb Helfrich-D'Agati and
her non-profit effort,
Therapy Dogs of Vermont (TDV),
was chosen from about 200 non-

Michael J. Loiacano

recently received his MBA
from Loyola University of Chicago
and started as a principal at
Heidrick & Struggles.

Jamie Brown is the CEO

of Media Music Studio in
Media, Pa. and he also teaches
English at Monsignor Bonner in
Drexel Hill, Pa. He and his wife,
Stephanie, and two-year-old daugh-
ter, Mila, are all happy and in love.

Patricia Wigandt Condon

is a special education
teacher at Stoneham (Mass.) High
School. She received her M.A. in
English from Simmons ('01) and her
M.A. in special education from
Salem State ('08).

Jared Emond is happy to
announce he bought a house in
Needham, Mass.

Lisa (Cormier) Parent is
working at Fidelity Investments in
Marlborough, Mass. in risk
management.

Alyssa Workman is engaged to
Justin May. An August 2008 wed-
ding is planned. The couple
resides in San Diego, Calif.

Shawn Brown founded
Diamond Educators, a
non-profit organization which is
dedicated to at-risk males who live
in the
inner-city
neighbor-
hoods of
Boston or
attend
Boston
public
schools.
Brown's
organization, with assistance from
his employer - Boston Private
Industry Council, is providing
opportunities for employment for
these young men. Shawn lives in
Brockton with his wife, Shanda and
children, Shawn Jr., 15; Shandon,
8; and Sanaii, 3.
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Rich Mathews '03 and Colleen
Finnegan '03 became engaged on
March 1, 2008 on the Mendel Bridge
at Merrimack College. The wedding is
set for Aug 22, 2009 at the

Collegiate Church of Christ the
Teacher at Merrimack College.

Zack Blaszak is now the ath-

letic trainer and assistant ath-
letic director at St. Rita High School
in Chicago, lll. starting fall 2008.

Kaisa Clark 004 graduated on May
17, 2008 from Simmons College with
a masters in social work. She has
accepted a position with a social

Women's Field Hockey alumni came back to campus for an alumni game on April 11, 2008. service agency in Singapore starting
Alumni that returned to play included: in July 2008.

Class of 2003 - Stephanie Rucco, Katie Stevens, Colleen Keeley

Class of 2004 - Kim Bonner, Becca Cordeiro, Meg Dassatti Mechler Vicki I1zzo is the director of Campus
Class of 2005 - Katie Walker, Ali Frazier, Laura Kraby, Amy Gadwah Ministry at St. Rita High School in
Class of 2006 - Kelly Drugan, Caitlin White Chicago, Ill. starting fall 2008.

Class of 2007 - Kristen Belair, Anne Rounce

Class of 2008 - Meghan Nugent, Bethany Ripportella, Blair Corcoran, Keri-Lynn Gerrish Danielle Parillo recently became

engaged to Michael McCabe. They
are planning their wedding for
September 6, 2009.

"It turned out to be a beautiful and special day to come out and play. It brought back some
nice memories, as well as started to connect the past teams, with the future of our pro-
gram. We hope to continue to grow every year in the size of our alumni."

B Anne Rounce '07, Head Field Hockey Coach James Rather moved to

Westchester County, N.Y. and now
works as assistant village planner for
the Village of Ossining.

Raisa T. Carrasco-Vele is Allison Jones-Williams is an Elizabeth Lyons is now a

currently serving as the IFBB professional figure athlete, a reading specialist at Julieanne Richard received a Juris
director of the Girls Club for the division of bodybuilding. Allison was Whitman-Hanson Reg. School Doctorate from the Massachusetts
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence. In recently just featured inronman District. School of Law with concentrations in
this capacity, she initiated the first magazine, OXYGENor women and Family Law and Juvenile Law.
ever City of Lawrence after-school a|so a few other publications. She is Frank Morris recently became an '
program for girls ages 7-17. a certified personal trainer/exercise owner of Granite State Cabinetry. Derek Darling '05
Carrasco-Velez has also served as instructor and nutritional coach in  He is now vice president. and Christina
an outreach specialist coordinator  plaistow, N.H. She resides in Ramos '06 became engaged. Their
for Lawrence General Hospital Haverhill, Mass. with her husband, Alex Alapatt recently wedding is set for April 18, 2009.
where she was responsible for the 3 two- time IRAQI Freedom veteran, graduated from the o )
creation, implementation and evalu- and her partner in training. University of Connecticut Business Claridania (Garcia) Alonzo
ation of health education workshops School with an MBA in Marketing has a new position at
for at-risk populations. Carrasco-  Andrea Karthas has a new job as and International Business. He is an Lawrence High School, in the HLD
Velez is a member of the a post production coordinator for T manager at Insurity. Academy. She recently started her
Stewardship Committee for St. the TV show Knight Rider airing this master of education at Salem State
Patrick Church (Lawrence) and fall on NBC. Matt Cochrane is currently pursu-  University (Mass.).
served as the Grand Marshall for ing an MBA degree at Babson

LawrenceOs Hispanic Festival Weekcharlene M. Sandlin is now an College.

during 2006. She was honored as attorney working in Salem, N.H. 3
a Hall of Fame Honoree during the She graduated from Massachusetts Sarah Horton received a masterOs

Merrimack College Academic School of Law in June 2006, degree in education from National
Basketball Camp and was named  receiving her Massachusetts Bar University in San Diego, Calif.
Exceptional Woman of the license in 2006.

Year/Service to the Community for
2007 by Radio Magic 106.7.

Send us your news: alumnirelations@merrimack.edu

25 MERRIMACK




Class Notes

High Arnold finished his second

year teaching history and economics

at All Saints Cathedral School in
St. Thomas U.S. Virgin Islands. He

Josh Blaszak is a math

teacher at St. Rita High
School in Chicago, Ill. He is also
moderator of St. Rita's school

has also have been coaching varsity newspaperThe Ritanmoderator

basketball and baseball. This fall he
will take over as athletic director at
the school.

Gloria Brooks became engaged
to Josh Brothers. The wedding is
planned for July 2009.

Jaclynn Brown is working as a
kindergarten teacher in Arlington,
Mass. and is pursuing her master of
elementary education degree from
Lesley University. She is starting a
certification program this summer at

for the school's Math Team, and
student council moderator for the
freshmen class.

Allison Stinson received an

M.Ed in administration of higher
education from Suffolk University in
May, 2008.

Deepak Vatti is an EMT and vice
president of marketing at Advanced
Fitness Components. He will attend
medical school in January 2009.

Northeastern University for Moderate Sabrina D'Angelo and Sean

Special Education for grades K-8.

Becky Buckley became engaged to

Homem became engaged on
April 10, 2008 underneath the
arches of Christopher Columbus

Andy Fleming on May 7, 2008. The Park, Boston, Mass. The wedding

wedding is planned for Spring 2009.

Adam Busalacchi is now the
maintanence/equipment operator for
Volpe Center at Merrimack College.
He also serves as the on-call public
address announcer for Merrimack
College hockey games.

Mike Danner graduated and got his

is set for September 26, 2009.

Meghan Grady recently

received her master's
degree in public administration,
graduating summa cum laude from
Roger Williams University. She was
presented with the John W. Stout
QOutstanding M.P.A. Student Award
at graduation. She is currently

MFA from Chapman University in Mayemployed by the American Heart

2008.

Carolynne Downes received a
M.Ed. from Lesley University in May,
2008. She has accepted a 7th grade
math teaching position at the
Dedham Middle School in Dedham,
Mass. for the fall of 2008.

Elizabeth Duhamel received an
M.Ed. from Merrimack College in
May 2008. She is a fourth grade
teacher at Sacred Heart School in
Bradford, Mass.

PJ McCarthy became engaged to
Cailey McDonald. The wedding is
planned for April 18, 2009 at the
Collegiate Church of Christ the
Teacher at Merrimack College.

Katie McGovern received an M.A.
in Speech-Language Pathology from

the University of Connecticut and will

work as a Speech-Language
Pathologist at Harwinton Elementary
School in Conn.

Association and works in the
Advocacy Department as the
state health alliances director
for Rhode Island.

Anne Rounce was promoted to
the head field hockey coach at
Merrimack College.

Jim Mariano started his own
business, Newton Tents, a
party/event tent rental company.

Melissa Labrie received her MBA
at Southern New Hampshire
University. She works in the
Financial Aid Office at Southern
New Hampshire University.

Clarice Pepper has a

new job as a portfolio
accountant at State Street
Corporation.

Theta Phi Alpha alumni from Merrimack College
walked on June 8, 2008 in the Children's Hospital of
Boston walk in memory of sorority sister Kay Quin '06.
The Theta Phi Alpha alumni included:

Allison Stinson '06
Megan Haskell '06
Andrea Lembo '06

Marissa Duggan ‘06
Kate Slupski '04

Erika Downing '07
Krystina Kodinski ‘06

Becca Harrington '06 ~ Kat Lucas '06

We'd like to hear more
about you ...

Let us in on your news. If you've received an
award or promotion... Been married or had a
baby... Earned a graduate degree... Moved...
Obtained a new job... Celebrated a special
anniversary... Or have other news to share
with your fellow alumni, please contact us at
alumnirelations@merrimack.edu or send your
information to Alumni Relations, Merrimack
College, 315 Turnpike Street, North Andover,
MA 01845.

alumnirelations@merrimack.edu
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Weddings

WENDY GOLDMAN '98 and

David Charles Geist, September 8,
2007, Sherborn Inn, Sherborn,
Mass. Alumni in attendance
included Stacy (Smart) Styles

'99, Marc Panasuk and Amy
(Skoglund) Panasuk '98 .

BETHANY PARKER '98and
Matt Niloff, October 21, 2007.

WENDY GOLDMAN '98and David Charles Geist

PATRICIA WIGANDT '99and Paul
Condon, December 2007 at the
Hawthorne Hotel in Salem, Mass. After
a honeymoon in St. Lucia, the couple
resides in their house in Stoneham,
Mass.

BETHANY PARKER '98and Matt Niloff

BRIAN BELL '00 and Beth Ann
Castricone of Hawthorn Woods, IlI,
November 10, 2007. Merrimack
Alumni in the wedding party included
Best MenMark Bell '03 and Paul
Cavanaugh '00 . Ushers included
Michael Sullivan '00 and Shaun
Kenney '00 . The wedding was
celebrated byRev. James Wenzel,
0.S.A. '52 at St. Mary's of The
Annunciation at Fremont Center in
Mundelein, Ill. Other Merrimack alumni
present includedJames Walker ‘00,
Jen (Sonja) Walker '00, Jay

Connelly ‘00, Peter Fronczak '00,

Gail Fredericks Fronczak '00, Matthew Vonesch ‘00, Rachel (Piola)
Wolgemuth ‘00, Kristine (Jones) Johnson '03, Andrea Merrill '04,
Brian Harrington '90, Ned Dunleavy '00, Stephen Hayes '00 , and
Alexis (Anderson) Papas '00 .

PATRICIA WIGANDT '99and Paul Condon

CHARLENE M.
AFONSO '01 and
Michael J. Sandlin,
October 7, 2006 at All
Saints Church in
Haverhill, Mass. with a
reception at Atkinson
Resort and Country Club
in Atkinson, N.H.

CHARLENE M. AFONSO ‘01and Michael J. Sandlin

KIMBERLY CLAPP '02 and
Robert John Silva lll, July 14,
2007. Alumni in the wedding party
includedLindsay Remillard '02 .
Alumni in attendance were
Kimberly (Gray) Donohue ‘02,
Kerry (Wilson) Rausch '02,

Amy (Bertolami) Cahill '02,

Laura Hobin '02, Lauren Burns
'02 and Jeffrey Hutton '04 .

FRANK MORRIS ©02and

ERIN MULLIGAN 0031uly 14,
2007. The couple built a house
and now live in Weare, NH. Alumni
in the wedding party included
Scott Tuttle 02, Jarret Dubois

03, Aaron Roux 02, and

Danielle Bastien 03 . Additional
alumni in attendance included
Crystal Swenson 03, Tim

Crowley 03, Jilane (Buonopane) Previte ©03, Shannon (Britsch)
Zamudio 003, Jason Slye 001, Jill (Pimentel) Slye 003,

Gina Restaino 003, Jason Lanziero 803, Monica Lanziero 003,
Timothy Edwards 003, Jill (Sylva) Edwards 004, Brenda

Packard ©02, Andrew LeBlanc ©02, Bonnie Broyer 002,

Jeff Arciero 802, Ralph Sirignano 004, and Charles Pumphrey ©03.

KIMBERLY CLAPP ‘02 and Robert John Silva Ill

TRACEY HAVEY '02and Merrimack friends.

TRACEY HAVEY '02and Daniel Spirito, October 27, 2007, St. Florence
Church, Wakefield, Mass. Alumni in the wedding party includéaley
Medeiros '02 and Melissa (Clough) Cassidy '02 . Alumni in attendance
were Jenessa (Lanigan) Zurek '02, Michelle McLaughlin '02,

Tiffany Barrett '01, Julie Draper '02, Michelle (Biron) Poblieglo '02

and Katie Morgis '02 .

ERIN KELEHER '02married Geoffrey Mackay, November 17, 2007,
the Collegiate Church of Christ the Teacher at Merrimack College.
Fellow alumni in attendancedaron Cox '01, Tom Bent ‘02, Jeffrey
Kucukistipanoglu '02, Angela Kulesza '02, David Lemay '02,

Will Kern '02, Alysha (Thompson) Lynch '02, James Keleher '85,

Lori (Foskett) DiBella '94 , and Craig DiBella '96 . The newlyweds now
live in Haverhill with their dog Duncan.
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AMY CORCORAN ‘03 and
JAMES PENNIMAN '03,
September 9, 2006,
Collegiate Church of Christ
the Teacher, Merrimack
College. Alumni in the
wedding party wereMelanie
Penniman '07, Ryan
Hibour '02, Dr. Melissa
Marr '01, Melissa
Michalek '02, Steven
Pouliot '01, Donald
Fortenbacher '02, Brent
Last '03, Michael Marino
'02, Kristen Slater '04
and David Nelson '04 .

AMY CORCORAN '03 and JAMES PENNIMAN ‘03 The couple lives in Wenham,

Mass.

JENNIFER DZIEKAN '04and JIM DALY '03, July 14,
2007 at Merrimack College.Rev. Jim Wenzel, O.S.A. '52
presided. Alumni in the wedding party include@aitlin
(Daly) Vasta '04, Amy (Phelps) DiDomenico '04,

Tim Daly '00, Christopher Vasta '04, Eric Dawson ‘04,
Kevin Martin '02 , and Shawn Chase ‘02 . Jennifer is cur-
rently an elementary school teacher and Jim is an auditor
for Boston Scientific. The couple lives in Medway, Mass.

LAURA ERAMO '04and PHIL BOND '06, May 24, 2008.
Alumni in attendance includeSean Dooley '05, Amanda
Fuller '05, Elizabeth Reid '04, Amy Bessette '04 , and
Tara Teebagy .

JENNIFER DZIEKAN ‘04and JIM DALY ‘03

CHRISTOPHER PETERSON '04nd
Erin McLaughlin, July 14, 2007, St.
Francis in Charlestown, Mass. with a
reception at the Irish American in
Malden, Mass. Alumni in attendance
include: Anthony Albano '04, Pat
Heffernan '04, Andrew Colella ‘03,
Mark Bell '03, Katie Connors '04,
CHRISTOPHER PETERSON '04nd Erin McLaughlin Kathleen Legere '04, Danielle
Parillo '04 , and many more...Chris
and Erin reside in Burlington, Mass.
with their son Connor.

CLARIDANIA GARCIA '05and Carlos Alonzo, July 21
2007. Alumni in attendance includeMarta Maldonado
'05, Martha Nunez '05, Yaritza Avila '06, and
Gisselle Guerrero '04, Vito Valentim '05 and

Ginga Valentim '05 .

CLARIDANIA GARCIA '05and Carlos Alonzo

New Arrivals

Stephen Godek ‘85 and wife Dawn, a son,
Zachary Stephen, February 28, 2008. He joins
sisters Sarah, 11, Rachel, 8, Mary, 5, and
Claire, 3.

Kate McBride

‘85, and

husband Joe

McCusker, a

son, William

Timothy, April

15, 2007. William Timothy and brother Thomas
Joseph

Darline (Thorp) Yatim '90 and husband Khalil,

a son, Jad, February 18, 2007. He joins Brahim

and Maya.

Patricia (Dowley) Ryder '91 and husband
Christopher, a son, Colin Richard, February 12,
2008 in Beverly, Mass. He joins sister Meghan
Elizabeth.

Jen (Goggin) Fowler '92
and husband Eric, a son
Cole, February 4, 2008. He
joins his big brother Drew.

Carolyn (Widgren) Cole Fowler
Jordan '92 and

Christopher Jordan

'94, twins, Gavin

Christopher and

Madelynn Faith, Dec 22,

2007. They join big

sister Abigail, 6.

Jeanne (Passanant)

Norton '92 and husband

Vin, a daughter Caroline - apigait holds Gavin
Isabella, March 8, 2008. Christopher and Madelyn
She joins big sisters Faith Jordan

Alexa, 7, Madalyn, 4 and

Sofia, 18 months.

Paula (Bergeron)

Gonthier '94 and

husband Marc, a

daughter, Allison Rachael,

February 15, 2008. She

joins sister Hailey, 2. Allison Rachael Gonthier

Amy (McCoy)
Mullen '96 and
Kevin Mullen '94 , a
daughter, Cecelia,
February 1, 2008.
She joins big broth-
ers Danny, Jack and

Tim. Cecelia Mullen
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Steven Riehl '97

and Angela

(Mongiello) Riehl

'97, a daughter,

Emily Anastasia,

August 14, 2007.

Emily joins big sister

Mary Kate, 3 years old.Emily Anastasia Riehl

Amy (Dube)
Berard '98 and
husband
Christopher, a
son, Benjamin

James,

November 6,

2007. Benjamin Benjamin James Berard and sister
James was Avonlea Nicole

named after

Jamie Berard '99 , who introduced Amy to
Christopher. Benjamin James joins his two year
old sister, Avonlea Nicole. Amy and Christopher
recently celebrated their 10-year anniversary.

Jason Simpson '98
and wife Erin, a
daughter Anna Marie,
March 26, 2008.

Beth (Noonan)
Queenan '99 and
Chris Queenan '00 ,
twins Jack Thomas
and Caroline Anne on September 14, 2007 in
Concord, Mass. The family lives in Worcester,
Mass.

Anna Maria Simpson

Staci (Gersh) Afthim '99
and Mark Afthim '98 , a
son, Ethan Michael Levy,
January 25, 2008.

Ethan Michael Levy Afthim

Lisa (Cormier)
Parent '99 and
Sean K. Parent '00 ,
a daughter, Makenna
Myrtle Rose, October
25, 2008. Makenna
joins sister, Casadie,

. Makenna Myrtle Rose Parent
who is almost 3.
Alyson (King) Irvin '00 and
husband William, a daughter,
Taryn Elizabeth Irvin, June
18, 2007.

Taryn Elizabeth Irvin

Katherine (Pinto) Aloisi
'01 and husband John,
Jack Thomas, March 9,

2008. ter,

2007.

Jack Thomas Alosi

Laura (Tripoli) Loguidice
'02, and husband, Chris, a
daughter, Kendall Mary,
March 12, 2008.

Kendall Mary Loguidice

Pamela (Lambert)
Nadeau '03 and
husband Damion, a son,
Wyatt, July 9, 2007.

Wyatt Nadeau

Amy (Corcoran)
Penniman '03 and James
Penniman '03 , a daugh-

TJ McQuaid '04 and wife
Christine, a baby girl,
Caroline, January 8, 2008.

Christopher Peterson '04
and his wife Erin, a son,
Connor Weeks, February 1,
2007.

Emma Rose, August 8,

Emma Rose Penniman

Caroline McQuaid

Connor Weeks Peterson

Obituaries

Joyce (Copeland) BALLARD '70 , March 2,
2008. Joyce was employed at General Electric
from 1970 until 1985 when she retired to raise
her family. She loved spending time with her
family. The widow of Douglas Ballard who died
on January 3, 2008, Joyce is survived by her
mother Helen (McCory) Copeland of North
Andover,her three children, daughter Lisa M.
Ballard of North Andover, sons Stephen D.
Ballard and Mark P. Ballard also of North
Andover. She is also survived by her stepchil-
dren Nancy Letourneau and her husband James
of North Andover and Charles D. Ballard of San
Antonio, Texas. Also among her survivors are
several cousins as well as several nieces and
nephews.

Donald R. Beaton '51 , a member of the first
graduating class of 1951, died Sunday, June 8,
2008. He taught accounting at Merrimack for
over 30 years and was very involved in college
matters, having served as a member of

the President's Council for Institutional
Advancement, as well as co-chairman of
Merrimack's Capital Improvement Drive to
construct a new gymnasium and infirmary. In
addition to teaching at Merrimack, he founded
the Beaton Management Company. Always civic-
minded, he served both the Groveland and
Pentucket School Committees for nine years
and was involved in many areas of his
community, including as director of Family Bank,
Bethany Homes, Haverhill Day Care Center,
Penacook Place, Northern Elder Transport, and
as a trustee of the Haverhill YWCA.

Robert FEDORCHUK '61, February 13, 2007,
Father, grandfather, teacher, businessman,

lost his year-long battle with cancer. Leaves,
daughters Deborah Ann and Denise Alison,
son-in-law, Robert Chris Parsons; grandaughter,
Angeshka (Anna Mae) Parsons, the light of his
life; ex wife Mary Anne Waskowicz Fedorchuk
'63; mother, Barbara,; sister, Ruth Ann; and
brother-in-law, Wayne Robust.

Sister M. Joan (Daisy) MELEI, O. Carm. '67 ,
Easter Sunday, March 23, 2008. Sr. Joan
worked for the New England Telephone
Company and was a Third Order Carmelite
before she entered the Institute of the Sisters of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel in October of 1954.
She celebrated her First Profession in July of
1956 and her Perpetual Profession in August of
1962. In her ministry, Sr. Joan taught elemen-
tary school and later was a founding sister of
the Holy Childhood Nursery and Kindergarten in
Peabody in September of 1969 where she
taught preschool and became director. She
helped in various parishes with Religious
Education and preparing children for First
Communion and also assisted the Carmelite
Priests with their retreat work. In August of
1999, she retired to the community of Carmelite
Sisters in Washington, D.C. Surviving Sr. Joan is
her religious community and her brother,
Rudolph V. Melei of Florida. She is the sister of
the late Frankie and Samuel Melei; Madeline
Melei, Violet Melei and Della (Melei) Ball; also
survived by many nieces and nephews and man
beloved friends.
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Athletics

Merrimack Recognizes Student-Athletes

The annual Merrimack College athletic banquet on May 1 recognized outstanding student-athletes
and team accomplishments.

Sports Spring Recap
Submitted by Brad Davis, Sports
Information Director

our Merrimack teams, women's soccer, are the second most ever by a Merrimack

volleyball, men's basketball, and men's tennis, women's lacrosse player in a season. MEN'S TENNIS
qualified for the NCAA Tournament this season, ) Under the direction of the Northeast-10
with volleyball and men's tennis reaching the Female Rookie of the Year , Coach of the Year, Chris Stevens, the team
national tournament for the first time in school Molly Cindric (Westlake Village, Calif.) Named qualified for its first-ever NCAA Tournament.
history. Nine athletes have received All-American the Northeast-10 Rookie of the Year, Cindric All six starters were named to the All-
nods, while Joey Pacis (volleyball) and Chris set school rec_ords_ for total kills, total attacks COmEETEE (G &5 i Weriers e
Stevens (men's tennis) each were named and block assists in a season, led her volleyball i, thjrq place in the Northeast-10 with an
Northeast-10 Coach of the Year. team to its first ever NCAA appearance, while L A ——

earning All-Conference and All-Region honors.

Merrimack awards included: Male Rookie of the Year WOMEN'S TENNIS
2007-08 Male and Female Athletes Darin Mency (Hagerstown, Md.), named the The women's team set a school record
of the Year _ Northeast-10 Rookie of the Year, led the for wins with ten and finished fifth in the
Men's basketball guard Darren Duncan (Briarwood, warriors and all freshmen in the conference in conference as Stellina Saia, Amanda
N.Y.), an All-Conference and All-Region first team - s¢ring with 17.7 points per game. Carroll, Caitlin Dunn, and Jessie Lamb

selection, led the conference in assists and steals,

leading Merrimack to its first NCAA appearance  Highest Female GPA

since 2000. Lisa Barr (Alberta, Canada) received the award MEN'S LACROSSE
for the highest GPA among female athletes.
The pre-medicine major posted a 3.93 GPA
while being selected to the Northeast-10
All-Academic Team.

were named to the All-Conference team.

On the turf, the men's lacrosse team set a
school record for wins with 12 and was
ranked as high as fifth nationally. Mike
Morgan, in his first year as head coach,

Highest GPA Female Team was named the Co-Coach of the Year in the
For the second straight season, the volleyball NE-10 and the NEILA Coach of the Year,
team received the highest grade-point-average while Cory Spinale earned Goaltender of
among female teams. With almost half of its the Year honors and an All-American honor-
team members on the Dean's List, the able mention. Junior Greg Rogowski set the
volleyball team posted a 3.29 GPA school record for career points and was

named a Second Team All-American and to

Highest GPA Men's Team the NE-10 First Team.

Men's Cross Country, with six members on the
Athletic Honor Roll, finished with a 3.28 GPA.

Darren Duncan WOMEN'S LACROSSE
Team Community Service Award Kelly Pasquantonio, who also earned
Women's soccer midfielder Hillary McGarr (North | o py captains Micky Burtnyk (Phoenix, Ariz.) All-American honors, tallied 62 goals to
Dighton, Mass.), an All-Conference, All-Region and ang Olatungie Lightfoot-Taylor (Lawrence, lead the Warriors to a fourth-place finish.

NSCAA All-American, was a member of the only  \jass.), the men's basketball team was

. ; They were the top team offensively in the
Merrimack team to win a NCAA Tournament game recognized for it®s commitment to the

conference, averaging nearly 17 goals

thus far this season. Lawrence Boys and Girls Club. per game.

Male Scholar Athlete of the Year AND Athletic Training Student of the Year

Highest Male GPA: Kevin Melanson is the president of the Sports ZaSIEEA e -

Men's Hockey goaltender Andrew Braithwaite Medicine Club. On the diamond, the baseball team finished

(Kingston, Ontario), a 4.0 student and a business in eighth place, just three games out of the

major, ranked second in Hockey East in save Fan of the Year playoffs. Three players, Ryan O'Rourke,

percentage and goals-against, while being a Rev. Jim Wenzel's commitment and dedication Jeff Bercume, and Brendan Pyburn, were

three-time recipient of the Defensive to the Athletic Department garnered him this named to the Northeast-10 All-Conference

Player-of-the-Week Award. top fan award. team, while O'Rourke set the school
record for strikeouts in a season with 83.

Female Scholar NCAA National Award Bercume also was an All-Region selection.

Athlete of Field hockey goaltender Amy Larrabee

the Year _ (Stratham, N.H.) was presented with the SOFTBALL

Kelly Pasquantonio prestigious NCAA Division Il Statistical The softball team won nine games, while

(Plainville, Mass.) Champion Plaque for having the most freshman Kelsey Ellis led her team with a

Iﬁ:cllzg;h;ﬂd saves per game in the country with 10.27. .374 average and 14 steals. Jill Richards

women's lacrosse Senior Recognition Awards was selected to the N_orthea_st-lO All-

in scoring. Graduating student-athletes were recognized Conference team, while Katie Crowley,

Pasquantonio, for their dedication and accomplishments Emily Cummings, and Vicky Cotter were

who maintains a while at Merrimack. Forty-six student-athletes All-Academic honorees.

3.48 GPA in sports also received the Merrimack Athletic

medicine, posted Department Honor Roll Award for

62 goals, which maintaining a GPA above 3.5.

Kelly Pasquantonio
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Calendar 2008

AUGUST 27 NOVEMBER
23 Women's soccer vs. Saint Rose, 1
Legacy Reception 6:30 p.m., Warrior Field Last day to sign up for pilgrimage to Spain
23-24 28 on May 18 - June 1.
New Student Orientation Golden Graduate Society OSunday DinnerO Call Bev at 978-837-5217
25 1
Classes Begin OCTOBER OWar Bonds: Songs and Letters of World
25 1 War 11,0 7:30 p.m., Rogers Center
First home game - Field hockey vs. International Film Series presents 5
Endicott, time TBA, Warrior Field ORiding Alone for Thousands of Miles,O International Film Series presents OL'Auberge
7 p-m., Rogers Center Espagnole,0 7 p.m., Rogers Center

SEPTEMBER 4 6
1 OAn Evening with GrouchoO starring Frank Eriends of Merrimack Annual Dinner
Last day to sign up for Pellegrinaggio to ~ Ferrante, 7:30 p.m., Rogers Center (recognize OFriend of the YearO)
Italy on March 12 - 21. Call Bev at 7 Call (978) 837-5117
978-837-5217 Q & A with Francis E. Girard '62 7
S ) 11 The Spencers: OTheatre of lllusionO
Friends of Merrimack Hockey Golf Classic First home game - Warrior ice hockey vs. 11
Time: 1:00 PM Shotgun Start Robert Morris, 7 p.m., Lawler Arena
Where: Windham Country Club 15 + £ Veterans Day Mass
For more information, call 978-837-5341 13-15
or email dennehym@merrimack.edu Breast Canf:er Duck ceremony, 5 p.m. The Onstagers Dramatic Society of
6 Moseley Bridge Merrimack College presents ODracula®
First home game - Warrior Football vs. 18 _ by Steven Dietz, 8 p.m. with a 2 p.m.
Husson, 1 p.m., Warrior Field The Capitol Steps, 7:30 p.m., Rogers matinee on Saturday, Rogers Center
10 Center - FRIENDS NIGHT! (Proceeds 19
Academic Convocation, 11 a.m. benefit Friends of.Merrimack College Dedication and unveiling of a plaque
10 student scholarships) Call (978) 837-5117 honoring former men's basketball coach,
Tambakos Film Series presents 22 _ ) ) R Frank Monahan's induction into the New
OSullivan's Travels,0 7 p.m., Rogers Centdpternational Film Series presents OTo Be angngland Basketball Hall of Fame, prior to
14 To Have,O 7 p.m., Rogers Center men's basketball game, Volpe Center
Ninth Annual Pops Concert, 24 ) ) R 19
2:30 p.m., Rogers Center DeV"_ Music Ensemble presents ORed OThe Gods of War: Jewish, Christian and
24 Heroine,O 7 p.m., Rogers Center Muslim Perspectives on War & PeaceO
Tambakos Film Series presents OA Night ?8 ) o by Dr. Mark Allman, associate professor
at the Opera,O 7 p.m., Rogers Center Olslam: Threat or Gift? A Christian of Religious & Theological Studies,
26-28 PerspectiveO by author and journalist 7 p.m., Cascia Hall
Homecoming/Family Weekend James Carroll, 7:30 p.m.,
26 Rogers Center for the Arts DECEMBER
Volleyball vs. Dowling, 7 p.m., Volpe Gym 29 R 4
27 Tambakos Film Series presents OBride of ~ Annual Alumni and Friends Christmas
Open Alumni Association Meeting, 10 a.m Frankenstein,0 7 p.m., Rogers Center Reception, Sakowich Campus Center
27 30
Football vs. Southern Connecticut, 1 p.m., S0l y Canto present ONoche de
Warrior Field MuertosO/OWelcoming our Ancestors Home,

7 p.m., Rogers Center

SAVE THE DATE FOR REUNION
May 29 and 30, 2009

ALUMNI EVENTS ATHLETICS ROGERS CENTER

Visit www.merrimack.edu/alumni For the complete schedule of athletic Event listings and tickets, visit

or call 978-837-5440. games, as well as athletic news, visit www.merrimack.edu/rogers
www.merrimackathletics.com or call the box office at 978-837-5355.
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Gift Annuities;
A Way to Give
and Get

A charitable gift annuity is a reciprocal
agreement between a donor and

Merrimack College. In exchange for . . .
a gift of cash, securities, property, or New Charitable Gift Annuity

other assets, Merrimack agrees to Payout Rates
pay one or two donor-appointed

annuitants a fixed sum each year of

life. The payments — usually made Age PayoutRate Age Payout Rate

?n annual, semiannual, or quarterly 64 57 % 75 6.7 %
installments — are guaranteed by
15 L) 65 5.7 % 76 6.9 %
In most cases, part of each payment
is tax-free, increasing each payment’s 66 5.8 % o 7.0 %
after-tax value.

67 59% 78 7.2 %
A gift annuity program with
Merrimack carries a higher interest 68 6.0 % 79 7.4 %
rate than most checking accounts,
CD’s, and other options. Annuitants 69 6.0 % 80 7.6 %
can also direct funds to support
Scho|arship5_ 70 6.1 % 81 7.8 %
If interested in establishing a gift 71 6.2 % 82 8.0%
annuity with Merrimack College or
to further discuss program details, 72 6.3 % 83 8.3 %
contact us at 978-837-5147

) 73 6.5 % 84 8.6 %
www.merrimack.edu
74 6.6 % 85 8.9 %

Gift Annuities: A Way to Give and Get

Merrimack College Office of Institutional Advancement
315 Turnpike Street, N. Andover, MA 01845
978-837-5147

Yes! Please send me information on how to give back to Merrimack.

Name — please print Class Year
Telephone E-Mail Address

Address

City State Zip

This information is strictly confidential. 6/2008



Merrimack continues to shape the lives of students.
Please consider a gift to the Merrimack Fund today!

Whether you are renewing your Merrimack Fund support or
making a first-time gift, please know that your participation
has an immediate and powerful impact on the lives of current
students and faculty.

The Merrimack Fund allows the college to address its most
immediate needs (student scholarships, faculty development,
programming, etc.). However, the college recognizes that
some donors prefer to designate their gift for a specific purpose.

Ways to Give

= Cash/Check/Credit Card

= Securely online at www.merrimack.edu/gift
= Appreciated Securities/Gifts of Stock

= Gifts of Real Estate

* Call 978-837-5415, Annual Giving Office

Matching Gifts

Many employers participate in a matching gift program that
could allow you to double or even triple your gift. Please
contact your Human Resources Office to see if your employer
participates in a matching gift program or visit our web site at
www.merrimack.edu/matching.

Alumni Participation

Every gift counts! Gifts by alumni in any amount to the
Merrimack Fund (or for a restricted purpose) will help increase
alumni participation. You can help us stay competitive with
other colleges and universities by sending your charitable
donation today!

Calling all Class Agents

If you would like information about volunteering to become
a Class Agent, please contact the Annual Giving Office at

978-837-5415.
Thank You!
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